GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


To  the  Corporation  of  Evesham , and  the  Evesham,  Eershore,  and 

Eeckenham  Rural  Districts. 


Gentlemen, 

As  you  have  again  decided  to  publish  my  Annual  Reports 
for  1911  in  a joint  pamphlet,  I continue  the  practice  of  making 
some  “ General  Observations”  upon  some  matters  which  apply  to 
each  of  your  Districts. 

Scope  of  Report, — Character  of  District, 

Systematic  Inspection — Midwives  and  Notification  of  Births  Acts, — 

Weekly  Notification  of  Disease. 

These  subjects  are  dealt  with  at  length  in  my  last  Annual  Report, 
so  it  seems  unnecessary  to  vepeat  what  I then  said. 

The  Census. 

The  decennial  census  was  taken  in  April  last.  So  far  however 
only  a “preliminary  abstract”  of  the  statistical  details  have  been 
published,  which  gives  the  population  of  Sanitary  Districts  as  a 
whole,  but  not  of  the  constituent  parishes. 


The  following  figures  apply  to  your  Districts  : 


Name  of  District. 

Population. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1901. 

19  n. 

Evesham  Borough 

7101 

8341 

1240 

Evesham  Rural  District 

7584 

9095 

1511 

Pershore  Rural  District 

12819 

13235 

416 

Feckenham  Rural  District.  . 

5532 

5455 

— 

77 

This  shows  that  the  population  of  each  district  under  review 
except  Feckenham  increased  during  the  last  decade,  and  particularly 
that  of  the  two  Evesham  districts,  which  no  doubt  is  due  to  the 
prosperity  of  market  gardening.  As  the  1901  census  showed  a 
declining  population  in  Pershore  District,  it  is  satisfactory  to  find 
that  a slight  increase  has  latterly  occurred. 
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Local  Government  Board  Tables  for  Vital  Statistics. 

The  Tables  of  Vital  Statistics  which  the  Local  Government  Board 
require  to  be  incorporated  with  the  Annual  Reports  for  1911  differ 
in  some  important  ways  from  those  formerly  used,  in  addition  to 
■which  their  number  has  been  reduced  from  five  to  four. 

The  Table  abolished  had  reference  to  the  allocation  of  statistics 
according  to  the  wards  of  sanitary  districts. 

The  alterations  have  resulted  from  the  Registrar  General’s 
decision  to  publish  from  the  commencement  of  1911  statistics  of 
causes  of  death  for  administrative,  instead  of,  as  hitherto,  for 
registration  (or  poor  law)  areas.  This  implies  that  his  statistics 
will  relate  to  the  same  areas  as  those  for  which  statistics  are  com- 
piled by  medical  officers  of  health ; and  it  has  therefore,  been 
deemed  necessary  both  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  by 
the  Registrar- General  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  minimise  the 
risk  of  serious  discrepancy  between  the  two  sets  of  figures. 

With  this  object  in  view  a common  procedure  has  been 
arranged  as  to  the  inclusion  in  the  statistics  of  each  district  of 
all  the  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it,  whether  occurring  in 
institutions  or  not;  and,  with  the  help  of  county  medical  officers, 
who  distribute  the  returns  they  receive  from  the  Registrar- General 
in  their  respective  counties  each  medical  officer  of  health  receives 
the  necessary  particulars  with  regard  to  deaths  of  persons  dying 
outside  the  district  in  which  they  resided. 

As,  moreover,  agreement  with  the  national  statistics  is  requisite 
not  only  with  regard  to  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  but 
also  from  individual  causes  or  groups  of  causes,  a list  of  causes  of 
death,  condensed  from  that  known  as  the  “ International  List  ” 
and  very  widely  used  in  other  countries,  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Board  for  use  in  Table  III.  and  by  the  Registrar-General  in  his 
annual  report,  to  replace  the  lists  formerly  used  by  both. 

The  compilation  of  Table  III.  will  be  systematised  by  the  issue 
to  medical  officers  of  health  of  a Manual  of  Causes  of  Death  pre- 
pared by  the  Registrar- General.  This  will  define  the  contents 
proper  to  the  various  items  in  the  list,  and  will  show  how  each 
form  of  death  certificate  should  be  classified.  When  carefully 
used  it  will  enable  medical  officers  of  health  to  tabulate  their 
death  returns  on  a definite  and  uniform  system,  identical  with 
that  in  use  in  the  General  Register  Office.  The  complete  Inter- 
national List  of  189  headings  is  recommended  for  use  in  populous 
districts  where  a more  detailed  statement  is  desirable  than  that 
provided  for  in  Table  III. 

Births  occurring  in  workhouses  and  lying-in  hospitals  will  in 
future  be  allocated  as  far  as  possible  in  the  returns  of  the 
Registrar-General  to  the  areas  in  which  the  parents  reside.  In 
order  that  similar  corrections  may  be  made  by  medical  officers  of 
health,  it  has  been  arranged  that  they  wTill  be  furnished  with  a 
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statement  of  the  number  of  births  needing  to  be  added  to  or  sub- 
tracted from  the  total  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar. 


“ Notifiable ” Diseases . 


Under  the  “ Infectious  Disease  ( Notification)  Act,  1889,”  the  following 
diseases  are  compulsorily  “ notifiable”  in  all  Sanitary  Districts  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  viz.  : — Smallpox,  cholera,  diphtheria,  membranous 
croup,  erysipelas,  scarlatina  or  scarlet  fever,  typhus  fever,  enteric 
(typhoid)  fever,  relapsing  fever,  continued  fever. 

Typhus  fever  never  appears  in  your  Districts. 

The  notifications  of  erysipelas  are  of  no  etiological  value,  and  con- 
sequently I regret  that  the  Act  requires  them. 

The  Local  Government  Board  (as  empowered  by  s.  130  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875)  have  made  the  following  “Orders”  by  which  all 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  also  compulsorily  notifiable,  viz.  : 

1.  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908. 

2.  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis  in  Hospitals)  Regulations,  1911. 

3.  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1911. 

By  s.  6 of  “The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,”  local 
authorities  are  empowered,  with  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  require  other  diseases  to  be  notified ; consequently  you 
scheduled  inflammation  of  the  eyes  in  infants  (ophthalmia  neoDatorum). 
Cerebro-spinal  fever  and  acute  poliomyelitis  have  also  just  been  included 
in  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases  in  Evesham  Borough,  and  the  Evesham 
and  Feckenham  Rural  Districts;  but  the  Pershore  District  Council,  I 
regret  to  say,  refused  to  do  so,  although  the  Local  Government  Board 
wrote,  (12th  December,  1911,)  that  “it  is  in  the  Board’s  opinion  desirable 
“in  the  interest  of  the  public  health  that  both  diseases  should  be  made 
“ notifiable  ” The  reasons  for  scheduling  ophthalmia  neonatorum  as 
well  as  a scheme  for  dealing  with  cases  reported  are  given  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1910  (Appendix  E). 

As  acute  poliomyelitis  and  cerebro-spinal  fever  are  not  commonly 
known,  and  cases  have  occurred  in  Worcestershire  during  the  past  year, 
a few  words  with  respect  to  them  seem  desirable.  I therefore  propose 
quoting  from  an  authoritative  memorandum  issued  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  December,  1911. 

The  disease  has  long  been  knowm  under  the  name  “ infantile  paralysis” 
as  a form  of  paralysis  of  which  sporadic  cases  occur,  chiefly  in  children 
and  less  frequently  in  adults.  The  poison  (virus)  of  the  disease  has  not 
been  identified. 

The  symptoms  vary  with  the  localisation  of  the  virus,  and  may  be 
very  diverse  in  character, — in  certain  cases  the  difficulty  of  diagnosis  is 
very  great. 
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There  is  no  characteristic  skin  eruption.  Usually  an  initial  febrile 
attack  occurs,  the  temperature  seldom  rising  above  I02°-10,3o  F.  Com- 
monly there  is  malaise  and  drowsiness,  accompanied  by  headache  and 
occasionally  by  vomiting  ; there  may  be  nasal  and  pharyngeal  catarrh, 
liigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck  and  spine  frequently  occurs,  and  the 
head  may  be  retracted,  “ Kernigs”  sign  is  often  present,  and  to  test 
for  it  the  patient  should  be  placed  so  that  the  hip-joint  is  semi-flexed 
and  while  the  hip-joint  is  retained  in  position  the  knee  joint  is  extended 
passively.  A contraction  of  the  hamstrings  then  sets,  in  which  causes 
resistance  to  extension.  Paralysis  supervenes  shortly  after  the  ap- 
pearance of  these  primary  symptoms.  It  affects  one  or  more  groups  of 
muscles,  especially  of  the  limbs,  and  may  involve  any  part  of  the 
muscular  system. 

Occasionally  a child  may  go  to  bed  apparently  well,  and  be  found  in 
the  morning  to  be  suffering  from  paralysis.  There  may  be  other  symp- 
toms caused  by  implication  of  the  brain  or  nerves. 

The  symptoms  of  poliomyelitis,  before  the  onset  of  paralysis,  have 
frequently  been  attributed  to  influenza. 

The  fatality  has  varied  within  wide  limits  in  the  epidemics  which 
have  occurred  in  Devonshire,  Cornwall,  and  elsewhere,  during  the  last 
5 years.  Commonly  10  to  12  per  cent  of  the  attacks  prove  fatal.  One 
half  the  patients  who  survive  an  attach  of  poliomyelitis  are  crippled  for 
life.  The  disease  is  most  prevalent  in  the  summer  and  least  prevalent 
in  the  winter  months.  It  appears  to  have  no  special  relationship  to 
social  or  sanitary  conditions,  and  so  far  has  been  oftener  recognized, 
(like  diphtheria  used  to  be),  in  sparsely  populated  districts  than  in  large 
towns. 

The  u incubation  period,”  i.e.,  the  period  after  the  poison  is  received 
into  the  system  during  which  no  symptoms  manifest  themselves,  varies 
from  3 to  46  days,  but  is  generally  1 1 days. 

There  is  evidence  the  disease  may  be  conveyed  by  “ carriers,”  persons 
apparently  in  good  health,  in  the  same  way  that  typhoid  fever  is. 

Poliomyelitis  presents  an  erratic  character  as  regards  infectivity.  In 
some  instances  it  has  developed  after  only  slight  contact  with  a patient 
suffering  from  it,  and  multiple  attacks  in  households  are  not  uncommon. 
In  other  instances  children  have  been  known  to  sleep  in  the  same  bed 
with  a patient  and  to  escape  infection. 

Owing  to  possible  confusion  between  cerebro-spinal  fever  and  polio- 
myelitis, both  need  to  be  scheduled  as  notifiable ; and  the  aid  of  a 
competent  bacteriologist,  for  reasons  not  necessary  to  state  now,  is  a 
great  help. 

It  is  important  that  precautionary  measures  should  be  taken  in  all 
suspected  cases.  As  the  poison  (virus)  is  present  in  the  nasal  mucous 
membrane,  an  antiseptic  solution  should  be  applied  by  means  of  a spray 
to  the  throats  and  nasal  passages,  not  only  of  the  patients,  but  of  all 
persons  brought  into  contact  wuth  them.  The  virus  can  be  killed 
experimentally  by  a one  per  cent,  solution  of  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  or 
by  a solution  of  permanganate  of  potassium- — 1 : 500. 
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All  discharges  from  the  patient  as  well  as  all  articles  which  may  be 
soiled  by  such  discharges  should  be  immediately  disinfected. 

The  sick  should  be  isolated  from  the  healthy,  and  if  appropriate 
isolation  and  nursing  cannot  be  obtained  at  home,  the  patient  should 
be  treated  in  an  isolation  hospital.  The  sick  room  and  its  contents 
should  be  disinfected  at  the  end  of  the  illness. 

No  child  should  be  allowed  to  attend  school  from  an  infected  family. 

Cerebrospinal  fever  (“  spotted  fever”)  cannot  be  distinguished  from 
poliomyelitis  by  a layman,  aud  at  one  time  medical  men  experienced 
some  difficulty  in  doing  so.  In  cerebro-spinal  fever  the  majority  of 
those  who  survive  an  attack  (and  it  is  a fatal  disease)  recover  their 
normal  health  after  prolonged  and  tedious  convalescence,  In  acute 
poliomyelitis  (as  already  stated)  which  occurs  in  children,  and  less 
frequently  in  adults,  a very  large  proportion  of  the  survivors  are  left 
disabled,  in  greater,  or  less  degree,  by  muscular  paralysis. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  requiring  universal  notifi- 
cation of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  unquestionably  welcome,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  they  impose  new  responsibilities  upon  Sanitary  Officers. 

The  last  “ order”  with  regard  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  came  into 
force  on  January  1st,  1912,  and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  forgotten  that  I 
mentioned  in  m}T  last  Annual  Report  (p.  7)  that  the  Evesham  Rural 
District  Council  asked  the  Local  Government  Board  in  February,  1910, 
to  issue  such  an  order  bo  far  as  concerned  their  District,  and  that  the 
Boaid  then  refused  to  do  so  ; because  they  were  “ considering  the  question 
“ of  issuing  a further  general  order  to  require  the  notification  of  all  cases 
“at  Hospitals  and  Dispensaries.” 

By  the  1911  Regulation  every  Medical  Practitioner  attending  any 
person,  'within  4 8 hours  of  his  becoming  aware  that  such  person  is 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  is  required  to  notify  the  case  to 
the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  every  School  Medical 
Inspector  is  also  obliged  to  send  a similar  notification  if  he  (or  she)  finds 
any  such  child  in  an  Elementary  School. 

District  Councils  are  required  to  pay  Medical  Practitioners  2/6  for 
each  certificate,  except  those  having  reference  to  “ poor  persons”  when 
the  fee  is  1/-.  School  Medical  Inspectors  are  not  to  receive  any  remu- 
neration for  the  certificates  they  give. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  a notification  a Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  “other 
officer  acting  under  him,”  is  to  make  such  enquiries  and  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  appear  to  him  to  be  desirable  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
infection,  and  for  removing  difficulties  favourable  to  infiction.  Further- 
more, he  is  requested  to  keep  a “register”  contaii  in  -■  lull  particulars  of 
every  notification.  The  Local  Government  Board  aiso  advise  him  to  keep 
a separate  “record”  of  all  particulars  bearing  on  the  probable  factors 
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concerned  in  producing  the  disease,  on  the  existence  of  the  disease  in 
persons  in  contact  with  the  patient,  and  on  action  taken  to  remove 
insanitary  conditions  and  to  aid  the  patient.  I am  consequently  now 
keeping  these  “ registers”  and  a card-form  of  “ records”  which  I specially 
dratted  for  the  purpose.  These  “ registers”  are  to  be  open  to  inspection 
only  by  (i.)  a person  duly  authorised  by  the  District  Council  ; (n.)  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer;  (nr.)  by  any  School  Medical  Inspector  within 
the  area  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  ; and  (IT.)  by  Officers  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  or  Board  of  Education. 

In  consequence  of  school  inspectors  being  entitled  to  examine  these 
“ registers”  the  County'’  Education  Committee  have,  on  my  advice, 
instructed  them,  in  view  of  the  great  importance  of  carefully  watching 
“contact”  cases,  to  examine  these  “registers”  periodically  and  to 
systematically  examine  as  special  cases  any  children  at  an  Elementary 
School  living  at  a house  where  a person  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  resides,  in  order  that,  should  a child  develop  the  disease, 
it  may  be  detected  in  the  earliest  stages. 

In  the  circular  letter  which  accompanied  the  Board’s  Order  (p.  2, 
par.  12)  it  is  stated  “no  doubt  that  Local  Authorities  and  their 
“Officers  will  avoid  doing  anything  which  could  cause  pain  or  an- 
“ noyance  to  patients  or  their  friends”  and  that  “ any  records.  . .should 
“ be  regarded  as  entirely  confidential.”  As  I have  repeatedly  found 
under  the  “Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889,”  that  occasionally 
it  was  undesirable  to  make  any  local  enquiries  because  the  medical 
men  in  attendance  were  doing  all  that  was  necessary,  I have  caused 
the  following  words  to  be  added  to  the  Statutory  Notification  Certificates, 
viz. : “ and  an  official  enquiry  is  “ ^'desirable,”  with  the  foot-note 
reference  “ ^not  ” if  necessary.  I have  also  arranged  with  the  Medical 
Practitioners  in  your  districts,  that  provided  their  certificates  state 
that  official  enquiry  is  “not  desirable,”  I shall  take  no  action  in  the 
case  to  which  it  applies,  on  the  understanding  that  they  will  advise 
the  patient  and  those  in  contact  with  him  (or  her)  as  to  requisite 
preventive  measures. 

When  it  is  not  so  certified,  full  enquiries  are  made,  affected  persons 
are  advised  how  to  act,  and  house  sanitation  is  looked  after.  Full 
explanatory  leaflets  giving  suitable  advice  are  distributed.  You  have 
also  authorized  me  to  supply,  free  of  cost,  sputum  bottles  and  paper 
handkerchiefs  when  I consider  it  necessary  to  do  so : in  order  to 
prevent  spread  of  infection  through  the  highly  infectious  expectoration 
voided  by  patients  being  improperly  disposed  of. 

Article  XIII.  of  the  “order”  deserves  special  mention,  and  reads 
“ nothing  in  these  Regulations  shall  have  effect  so  as  to  apply,  or  so 
“as  to  authorize  or  require  a Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  a Council, 
“ or  any  other  person  in  authority  directly  or  indirectly,  to  put  in  force 
“ with  respect  to  any  patient  in  relation  to  whom  a notification  in 
“ pursuance  of  these  regulations  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Medical 
“ Officer  of  Health,  any  enactment  which  renders  the  patient  or  a 
“ person  in  charge  of  the  patient,  or  any  other  person,  liable  to  a 
“ penalty,  or  subjects  the  patient  to  any  restriction,  prohibition,  or 
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“ disability  affecting  himself,  or  his  employment,  occupation  or  means 
“ of  livelihood,  on  the  ground  of  his  suffering  from  pulmonary 
“ tuberculosis.” 

Although  you  have  full  power  to  provide  articles  for  limiting  the 
spread  ot  infection,  sanatorium  treatment,  shelters,  nurses,  etc.,  you 
cannot  impose  any  “ restrictions”  upon  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  Your  powers  therefore  are  mainly  persuasive  and  educa- 
tional. Before  however  I make  suggestions  for  satisfactorily  carrying 
out  your  powers,  I might  show  what  the  local  incidence  of  the  disease  is. 

The  following  statement  in  some  measure  does  so. 


Name  of  District. 

Population. 
Census  1911. 

Years  1902-11. 

Average  Annual 
No.  of  Deaths. 

Average  Death 
rate  per  10,000 
of  population. 

Evesham  Borough 

8341 

7 

9*7 

Evesham  Rural  District 

9095 

6 

7*4 

Pershore  Rural  District 

13235 

15 

10*7 

Feckenham  Rural  District 

5455 

6 

10-8 

Administrative  County 

269730 

212 

7-0* 

# For  years  1901-10;  as  the  1911  figures  are  not  yet  available. 


There  are  28  Sanitary  Districts  in  the  County,  and  of  their  respec- 
tive death  rates  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  that  of  Pershore  District 
is  the  highest;  the  Feckenham  rate  is  the  4th  highest,  the  borough 
of  Evesham  the  7th  highest,  and  Evesham  Dural  the  13th  highest. 
The  death  rate  of  each  district  is  higher  than  that  of  the  County ; 
but  why  the  rate  in  the  Pershore  district,  an  agricultural  area,  is 
practically  the  same  as  the  manufacturing  district  of  Feckenham  is 
not  clear.  JN otification  should  throw  some  light  on  this,  as  it  ought 
to  show  which  localities  are  prone  to  the  disease.  These  figures  certainly 
show  that  active  local  measures  for  eradication  of  this  scourge  are  needed. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  “ notifications”  I received  in  1911, 
and  of  the  deaths  during  the  same  period. 


Cases  notified  under 

District. 

Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis) 
Regulations 
1898. 

Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis 
in  Hospitals) 
Regulations 
19x1. 

Voluntary 

Total. 

Deaths, 

Evesham  Borough  . . 

3 

3 

2 

8 

4 

Evesham  Rural  District 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Pershore  Rural  District 

1 

1 

8 

Feckenham  Rural  District.  . 

1 

4 

5 

4 

From  this  it  is  obvious  that  more  cases  must  have  existed  than 
were  notified. 
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The  National  Insurance  Act,  191 1,  contains  extensive  and  valuable 
provisions  for  eradicating  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurring  in 
“ insured  persons’’  and  their  “ dependants,”  and  also  provides  large 
sums  of  money  for  the  purpose.  Many  consumptive  persons 
however  will  not  reap  the  “benefits”  bestowed  by  the  Act,  and  it 
is  with  these  that  sanitary  authorities  should  utilize  their  statutory, 
educational,  and  persuasive  powers.  Consequently  co-operation 
between  “insurance  committees”  and  local  sanitary  authorities  seems 
desirable,  and  I hope  will  come  about  in  the  near  future. 


Health  Missioners. 


One  of  the  effective  ways  of  eradicating  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
would  be  for  “ insurance  committees”  and  sanitary  authorities  to 
jointly  appoint  “health  missioners”  to  carry  out  home-visiting,  to 
instruct  patients  as  to  precautions  and  hygienic  management  of  their 
houses,  to  see  that  sputum  flasks  and  paper  handkerchiefs  are  used, 
to  teach  patients  how  to  take  their  temperatures  (a  matter  of  great 
importance  when  treating  the  disease),  to  watch  “ contacts”  (persons 
living  in  the  same  house),  to  report  insanitary  cases  to,  and  generally 
act  under  the  medical  officer  of  health,  to  give  local  lectures  (specially 
named  in  the  Insurance  Act)  with  a view  to  educating  the  public, 
etc. 

Provided  the  health  missioners’  districts  were  not  too  large,  their 
services  could  also  be  available  for  nursing  consumptive  persons  and 
dealing  with  cases  of  “ophthalmia  neonatorum,”  a disease  which  so 
often  causes  babies  to  go  blind  unless  treated  immediately  it  occurs. 

Such  nurses  can  be  paid  for  by  “ insurance  committees”  (Insurance 
Act,  sec.  21)  and  by  Sanitary  Authorities  (Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907,  sec.  67). 


Food. 

The  adulteration  acts  are  efficiently  carried  out  by  County  Council 
officials. 


Meat. 


Somewffiat  more  attention  is  now  given  to  the  inspection  of  meat, 
than  was  the  case  last  year.  As  far  as  I can  j ndge  traffic  in  bad 
meat  is  little  carried  on  in  your  districts. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Feckenham  Pural  District  during 
the  year  has  passed  the  examination  held  by  the  Poyal  Sanitary 
Institution  and  holds  the  “special  certificate  in  meat  inspection” 
which  it  is  desirable  all  Inspectors  should  possess. 
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Veterinary  Inspector s. 

As  stated  last  year  there  is  no  veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cows. 
By  your  direction  inquiries  were  made  as  to  fees  asked  by  veterinary 
surgeons  for  such  work  ; but  further  consideration  of  the  question  has 
advisedly  been  deferred  until  it  is  known  what  steps  are  to  be  taken 
with  regard  to  the  “ milk  bill  ” promised  by  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  the  “Tuberculosis  Order,  1909,”  which  was 
issued,  but  now  withdrawn  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  of  which 
nothing  has  lately  been  heard. 


Housing , Town  Planning , etc.,  Act , igog. 


Much  good  work  has  been  done  in  your  Districts  during  the  past 
year,  as  the  Reports  on  your  respective  Districts  show. 

The  Evesham  Rural  District  is  to  be  congratulated  on  being  the 
first  authority  in  the  County  to  obtain  sanction  to  a loan  for 
building  cottages  for  the  working  classes,  great  facilities  for  which 
are  bestowed  by  this  Act.  The  Local  Government  Board  before 
sanctioning  such  loans  require  to  be  fully  satisfied  that  the  scheme 
will  be  self-supporting,  and  the  Evesham  Rural  District  Council 
have  justifiable  anticipations  that  this  will  be  the  case  at  Broadway. 
The  good  example  the  Evesham  Rural  Council  have  set  will,  I 
trust,  now  be  generally  followed  in  places  where  there  is  scarcity 
of  labourers’  dwellings. 

A few  particulars  with  regard  to  the  60  cottages  to  be  built  at 
Broadway  will  probably  be  of  interest,  so  I give  them.  The  cottages 
will  be  chiefly  built  in  blocks  of  4 or  6 ; but  some  are  to  be  semi- 
detached. Each  cottage  will  have  a good  living  room  (13ft.  6in. 
by  13ft.)  and  be  entered  by  a “lobby,”  a scullery  (1 ‘2ft.  by  2ft. 
6in.)  with  a furnace,  a sink,  and  a bath;  hot  water  for  the  bath 
will  be  supplied  by  the  furnace,  with  a tap  intact,  and  the  bath 
which  can  also  be  used  for  clothes  washing,  will  be  covered  with 
a table  with  hinges,  so  arranged  that  when  it  is  not  in  use  the 
table  can  be  turned  up  against  the  wall ; a larder,  place  for  coals, 
gtore-cupboard,  are  also  provided  on  the  ground  floor.  There  will 
be  3 bedrooms,  the  respective  sizes  of  which  will  be  16ft.  by  9ft. 
9in.,  lift.  6in,  by  8ft.  3in.,  and  8ft.  3in.  by  7ft.  6in. ; two  of  these 
will  have  fireplaces.  The  architects,  Messrs.  Dicks  & Waldron, 
Evesham,  who  were  selected  by  open  competition,  estimated  that  the 
cost  of  the  cottages  will  vary  from  £138  to  £146  each.  These  houses 
will  all  be  built  on  the  plan  just  named,  but  those  which  are  6in. 
smaller,  front  to  back  (and  without  the  “dresser”  shewn  in  living 
room)  will  cost  £138  each  ; those  built  in  -pairs,  but  6in.  wider  than 
those  just  described,  will  cost  £146  each.  The  rents  to  be  charged 
will  vary  from  3/6  to  4/6  per  week. 
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The  following  are  some  details  of  the  loan  : 


Land  .£600,  Legal  expenses  £50 

£650 

0 

0 

Houses,  24  to  cost  . . £3246  ) 

24  to  cost  . . £3339 

£8313 

0 

0 

12  to  cost  . . £1728 

Architects’  Fees  (by  arrangement) 

£100 

0 

0 

Clerk  of  Works 

£100 

0 

0 

Roads 

£820 

0 

0 

Sewers 

£88 

10 

0 

Loan 

£10,071 

10 

0 

No  unnecessary  architectural  adornment  is  arranged,  hut  the 
“elevation”  seems  good. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  “front  parlour”  (so  unnecessary  for 
labourers’  cottages)  has  been  avoided. 

Reports  of  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  Reports  presented  by  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tors of  Evesham  Borough,  and  Evesham  and  Feckenham  Rural 
Districts  are  fuller  than  heretofore  ; this  is  as  it  should  be,  for  they 
ought  not  to  be  confined  to  tabular  statements  alone. 

The  statistical  forms  used,  are  those  I recently  compiled  for,  and 
being  used  by,  all  the  Inspectors  in  the  County ; it  will  be  noticed 
that  the  information  given  is  fuller  than  last  year. 


DECISIONS  OE  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOAED. 


The  following  decisions  of  the  Local  Government  Board  are  of 
local  interest : — 


Rousing  of  Working  Classes  : — No  class  of  property  exempt  from 
inspection  for  purposes  of  section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  pointed  out  that  having  regard 
to  the  terms  of  section  17  (1)  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c., 
Act,  1909,  (9  Edw.  VII.  c.  44)  no  class  of  property  can  be  considered 
exempt  from  inspection  for  the  purposes  of  the  section.  The  local 
authority  would,  however,  no  doubt  have  due  regard  to  the  objects 
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in  view  in  arranging  for  the  inspection  of  the  district  required  by 
the  section. 

* 

Housing  of  Working  Classes : — Before  closing  order  is  made  in 
respect  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  parties  interested 
should  be  afforded  opportunity  of  being  heard  and  of  carrying 
out  necessary  alterations. 

By  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  (9  Edw.  VII., 
c.  44)  the  procedure  as  regards  the  issue  of  closing  orders  in  res- 
pect of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  was  amended,  and  it  is 
enacted  by  section  17  of  the  Act,  that  if  on  the  representation  of 
the  medical  officer  of  health,  or  of  any  other  officer  of  the  local 
authority,  or  other  information  given,  any  dwelling  house  appears 
to  the  local  authority  to  be  in  such  a state,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  authority  to  make  an  order  prohibiting  the  use  of  the  dwelling 
house  for  human  habitation  (in  the  Act  referred  to  as  a closing 
order)  until,  in  the  judgment  of  the  local  authority,  the  dwelling 
house  is  rendered  fit  for  that  purpose.  Notice  of  a closing  order 
has  to  be  served  on  every  owner  of  the  dwelling  house  in  respect 
of  which  it  was  made.  The  Local  Government  Board  have  explained 
that  the  paragraph  in  the  memorandum  which  they  issued  in 
December,  1909,  dealing  with  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  as  to 
closing  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  was  intended 
to  express  the  Board’s  view  that,  as  a matter  of  practice,  a local 
authority  should,  before  making  a closing  order,  give  parties 
interested  an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  and  of  carrying  out  any 
necessary  alterations  to  the  premises  concerned.  The  Board  thought 
that  such  procedure  would  probably  result  in  many  cases  in  the 
requirements  of  the  local  authority  being  met  with  without  the 
necessity  of  a closing  order.  The  view,  however,  is  not  a regulation 
binding  on  the  local  authority,  but  the  adoption  of  the  procedure 
indicated  would  be  likely  to  place  the  local  authority  in  a stronger 
position  in  the  event  of  a closing  order  being  made  and  appealed 
against. 


Housing  of  Working  ('lasses  : — Closing  of  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  Local  authority  can  provide  lodging  houses  for 
the  working  classes. 

The  Local  Government  Board,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  addressed 
to  them,  have  stated  that  they  cannot  undertake  to  advise  a local 
authority  as  to  the  action  they  should  take  in  regard  to  any  parti- 
cular property  which  they  deem  unsatisfactory,  especially  in  view 
of  the  right  of  appeal  given  by  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c., 
Act,  1909,  (9  Edw.  VII.  c.  44).  The  Board  think  that  if  a local 
authority  feel  difficulty  in  exercising  their  powers  in  regard  to 
closing  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  on  the  ground  of  absence 
of  houses  to  which  displaced  tenants  could  remove,  the  authority 
should  at  once  consider  the  question  of  providing  houses  under 
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Part  III  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  (53  & 
54  Viet.,  c.  70).  This  part  enables  local  authorities  to  provide 
lodging  houses  for  the  working  classes. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes : — Procedure  in  case  of  default  of 
occupying  tenant  in  complying  with  closing  order  under  sect.  17. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  addressed  to  them  on  the  subject  of  the 
procedure  to  be  adopted  where  an  occupying  tenant  makes  default 
in  complying  with  the  requirements  of  a closing  order  served  by  a 
local  authority  under  section  17  (4)  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
&c.,  Act,  1909,  (9  Edw,  All.,  c.  44),  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  stated  that  they  are  advised  that  section  10  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  1903.  (3  Edw  VII.,  c.  39),  as  amended 
by  the  Act  of  1909,  is  still  in  force,  and  if  the  local  authority 
desire  to  take  proceedings  for  the  ejectment  of  tenants  who  con- 
tinue to  occupy  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders,  under 
section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909,  have  become  operative,  such  pro- 
ceedings must  be  taken  either  in  the  County  Court  or  before  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  given  by 
section  10  of  the  Act  of  1903.  The  Hoard,  whilst  disclaiming 
power  to  determine  the  question,  observed  that  it  appeared  to  them 
that  it  is  open  to  the  council  to  proceed  by  way  of  application 
under  section  34  of  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  1879,  (42  & 43 
Viet.  c.  49),  to  the  justices  who  made  the  order  of  summary  con- 
viction under  section  17  (4)  of  the  Act  of  1909,  if  they  think  fit 
to  do  so  in  any  particular  case. 


Town  Council  as  Municipal  Corporation  cannot  sell  land  to  themselves 
acting  as  local  Education  Authority. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  stated  that  they  are  of  opinion 
that  whilst  a town  council  in  its  several  capacities  may  hold  and 
dispose  of  land  subject  to  distinct  sets  of  statutory  provisions,  that 
holding  and  disposal  must  nevertheless  be  by  one  and  the  same 
body.  A town  council  therefore  cannot  as  the  municipal  authority 
under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  1882  (95  and  48  Viet.,  c.  50), 
sell  land  to  themselves  as  the  local  education  authority  acting  under 
the  Education  Act  1902  (2,  Edw.  vn.,  c.  42). 


Burial  of  bodies  of  persons  who  have  died  of  infectious  disease.  It  is 
apparently  discretionary  with  the  clergyman  whether  the  coffin 
shall  be  carried  into  the  church  or  taken  direct  to  the  grave. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  addressed  to  them  on  the  subject  the 
Local  Government  Board  have  stated  that  they  are  not  aware  of 
any  provision  in  the  general  law  in  terms  prohibiting  the  taking 
into  church  the  bodies  of  persons  who  have  died  of  infectious 
disease.  The  Board  considered  that  the  discretion  whether  the 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


10  G 


coffin  should  be  taken  into  the  church  or  direct  to  the  grave  rests 
with  the  clergyman.  They  pointed  out  that  this  view  is  supported 
by  the  terms  of  the  rubric  in  the  case  of  burial  services  conducted 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England,  viz.,  that  the 
clergyman  shall  “ go  before  the  corpse  either  into  the  church 
“ or  towards  the  grave,”  and  added  that  this  view  seems  to  have 
been  the  view  taken  by  Sir  R.  Phillimore  in  his  Ecclesiastical  Law, 
Vol.  I.,  p.  860. 

Urban  District  Council  cannot  under  the  provisions  of  section  39 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  deal  with 
hand-flushed  closets. 

Section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 
(7  Edw.  VII.,  c.  53)  deals  with  the  provision  and  conversion  of 
closet  accommodation.  The  Local  Government  Board  cannot  under- 
take to  define  the  meaning  of  the  term  “ water  carriage  system,” 
as  used  in  this  section,  but  they  have  expressed  the  view  that  the 
provisions  of  the  section  if  pur  in  force  in  an  urban  district,  would 
not  enable  the  council  of  that  district  to  deal  with  hand-flushed  closets. 


Schools  : — It  is  no  longer  part  of  the  duty  of  a medical  officer  of  health 
to  report  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  closure  of  Schools. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  addressed  to  them  on  the  subject,  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  stated  that  their  General  Order  of  the  23rd 
March,  1891,  which  imposed  on  medical  officers  of  health  the  duty  of 
reporting  the  closure  of  schools  to  the  Board,  has  been  rescinded  by  the 
General  Order  dated  the  12th  December,  1910,  and  that  it  is  no  longer 
necessary  for  medical  officers  of  health  to  inform  the  Board  of  the 
closure  of  schools. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 

County  Medical  Officer  for  Worcestershire,  and  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Evesham,  and  the 
Evesham,  Pershore,  and  Feckenham  Rural  Districts. 

Shirehall,  Worcester, 

February , 1912. 
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To  the  Evesham  Corporation, 


Mr  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1911. 

Copies  will,  as  required,  be  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  County  Council. 


Statistics. 

The  following  Tables  I,  II,  III,  IV,  and  V,  present  statistical 
data  in  the  form  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Reference  to  these  new  Tables  is  made  in  the  paragraph  on 
“ General  Observations.” 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1911  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1911. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

^3 

<D 

> 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  Ages — Years. 

S~ 

2 5 

CO 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to 

15. 

15  to 

25. 

25  to 
45. 

45  to 
65. 

55  and 
up- 
wards. 

co 

co  O 

O " 
r—  O 

C3  -P 
-p 

O 

Small-pox  . . 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Erysipelas  . . 

6 

Scarlet  fever 

32 

1 

6 

19 

4 

n 

18 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

Plague 

Under  Tuber- 
/ culosis  Regu- 
1 lations,  1908 

Phthisis  Under  Tuber- 
1 culosis  Regu- 
f lations,  1911 

Others 

3 

3 

2 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  . . 

49 

1 

7 

21 

7 

4 

3 

21 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1911. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages 

of  “ Residents” 

Total  Dea 

whether 

occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

whether  < 

“ Residen' 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All 

ages. 

1 and 

2 and 

5 and 

15and  25and 

45and 

65and 

or  “ Non 

U nder 
1 year 

under 

2 

under 

5 

uuder 

15 

under 

25 

under 

45 

under 

65 

up- 

wards 

Institutid 
in  the 

years. 

years. 

years. 

years 

years. 

years. 

District. 

All  j Certified  . . 

no 

29 

6 

1 

3 

6 

9 

31 

25 

92 

Causes  ( Uncertified 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Enteric  Fever  . . 
Small  Pox 

Measles  

3 

2 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

I 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

7 

1 

4 

2 

4 

Tuberculous  M eningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  Di- 

1 

1 

1 

seases  

Pheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

5 

5 

4 

Bronchitis 

5 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

6 

2 

2 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms) 
Other  Diseases  of  Pes- 

7 

2 

1 

1 

3 

5 

piratory  organs 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

16 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

16 

A ppendicitis  & Typhlitis 
Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

Disease 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and 

diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 

1 

1 

1 

Congenital  debility  and 
M alformation,  includ- 
ing Premature  Birth 
Violent  Deaths,  exclud- 

10 

10 

10 

ing  Suicide  . . 

4 

4 

3 

Suicides 

Senile  Decay 

11 

11 

8 

Heart 

10 

2 

4 

4 

7 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill- defined  or 

20 

2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

7 

16 

unknown 

112 

30 

6 

1 

3 

7 

9 

31 

25 

94 
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TABLE  IY. 

Infant  Mortality.  1911. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


CD 

QJ 

CO 

CO 

CO 

p 

CD  . 

r3  ,_a 

CO 

^p> 

00 

to 

rP 

ca 

rP 

Total 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

> 

rH 

P 

CD 

0) 

& 

CD 

CD 

£ 

<D 

0) 

& 

f § 

o 

£ 

rH 

c 

s 

0 

o 

£ 

P 

c 

s 

Deaths 

under 

CD 

05 

1 

CO 

1 

Tf( 

1 

O rH 

CO 

CO 

05 

1 year. 

s 

P 

r-H 

CO 

H 

r-H 

CO 

CO 

05 

All  1 Certified  . . 

5 

6 

7 

t 

6 

4 

29 

Causes  j Uncertified 

1 

1 

Small-pox 
/ Chicken-pox 

\ Measles  

\ Scarlet  fever 

1 

1 

f Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Whooping-cough 

1 

1 

| Diarrhoea 

( Enteritis 

5 

2 

2 

9 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Tuberculous  Mening- 

i itis  

l Abdominal  Tubercu- 

\ losis  • • • • • • 

f Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases 

1 

1 

/ Congenital  Malforma- 

\ tions  

1 

1 

1 

< Premature  birth 

5 

5 

5 

j Atrophy,  Debility  and 

\ Marasmus 

1 

2 

3 

Atelectasis 

Injury  at  birth 
Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets  

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 
culous)   

Convulsions 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  causes 

1 

1 

2 

6 

6 

7 

7 

6 

4 

30 
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Table  I.  shows  that  216  births  were  registered  in  the  Borough 
in  19 1 1.  An  illegitimate  birth  occurred  outside  the  district,  which 
belonged  to  the  Borough,  so  that  217  births  gave  a birth  rate  of 
26-0  per  1000  of  the  population  ; as  compared  with  an  average 
rate  for  the  years  1906-10  of  2y5.  The  1911  birth  rate 
therefore  was  1-5  below  the  average  of  the  past  5 years. 

The  corresponding  birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales  amounted 
to  24-4  per  1000  of  the  population,  a rate  which  is  0 7 below  that 
of  1910,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  in  1911 
was  94,  but  as  there  were  22  deaths  of  Evesham  residents,  which 
did  not  occur  in  the  Borough  to  be  added,  and  also  4 deaths  of 
non-residents  to  be  deducted,  the  death  rate  of  13*4  is  consequently 
calculated  upon  a net  total  of  112. 

The  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  was  14*6,  which  is  11 
above  the  rate  in  1910. 

The  infantile  mortality  (138  see  Table  I.)  was  much  higher  than 
any  such  rate  recorded  since  1906  (142).  The  corresponding 
mortality  for  England  and  Wales  was  130,  which  is  24  per  1,000 
above  the  rate  in  1910. 

On  reference  to  Table  IV.,  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  30  deaths 
which  accounted  for  the  Borough  infantile  death  rate  of  1911,  9 
were  attributed  to  diarrhoea,  3 to  enteritis  and  5 to  premature 
birth;  so  that  12  of  them  were  caused  by  intestinal  complaints. 

The  Table  also  shows  that  6 were  babies  under  a month  old, 
7 were  between  1 and  3 months,  and  7 between  3 and  6 months 
of  age.  In  other  words  two-thirds  of  these  deaths  occurred  in 
infants  under  6 months  old. 


The  monthly  distribution  of  these  30  deaths  is  given  in  the 
following  Table. 

TABLE  V. 


Disease. 

Monthly  inciden 

ee. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Convulsions 

Jan.  (1), 

Feb.  (1), 

July 

(i), 

8 

Premature  birth 

Jan.  (2), 

July  (1), 

Aug. 

(2), 

5 

Wasting  diseases 

Feb.  (1), 

Mar.  ( 1 ), 

Aug. 

(0, 

4 

Oct.  (1), 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

Feb.  (1), 

Mar.  (1), 

Nov. 

(1), 

3 

Tubercular  diseases  . . 

April  (1), 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

Aug.  (7), 

Sep.  (5), 

12 

Whooping-cough. 

August  (1 

). 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Dec.  (1). 

1 

Totals 

Jan.  (6), 
Apr.  (I) 
Sep.  (5), 

Feb.  (8;, 
July  (2), 
Oct.  ( 1 ), 
Dec.  (1). 

Mar.  (2), 

Aug.  (11), 
Nov.  (1 ), 

30 

BOROUGH  OF  EVESHAM. 


*7 


So  that  1 6 of  the  30  deaths,  and  the  12  due  to  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis,  occurred  in  August  and  September  ) months  which  were 
excessively  hot  and  dry. 

These  complaints  were  not  confined  to  any  particular  part  of 
the  Borough. 

The  connection  between  epidemic  diarrhoea  and  hot  dry  weather 
is  so  well  known  that  further  comment  seems  unnecessary.  This 
subject  is  dealt  with  at  considerable  length  in  my  County  Annual 
Reports  for  1909,  a copy  of  which  was  sent  to  your  Clerks  and 
Chairmen.  If  many  mothers  had  known  how  to  properly  feed  their 
Infants,  probably  the  mortality  would  not  have  been  as  great  as 
it  was.  Furthermore  had  not  the  Borough  been  essentially  a W.C. 
town  and  the  scavenging  well  done,  I believe  this  mortality  would 
have  been  even  higher. 

The  mothers  of  21  of  the  30  babies  who  died,  were  attended  in 
their  confinements  by  midwives  ; consequently  I sent  them  “ leaflets” 
as  to  the  proper  feeding  and  up-bringing  of  their  infants. 

Probably  some  of  these  mothers  carried  out  the  advice  so  given, 
but  most  likely  many  through  ignorance  disregarded  it  altogether. 
In  such  instances,  the  services  of  a “ Health  Missioned’  (See 
“general  observations”)  would  have  been  of  great  utility.  Indeed 
I know  that  in  those  districts  where  such  ladies  are  employed, 
ignorance  ot  baby  feeding  and  clothing  is  being  gradually  dispelled. 

“ Notifiable ” Diseases. 

I refer  you  to  my  prefatory  “ general  observations”  on  these 
diseases. 

Table  VI.  compares  the  local  zymotic  death  rates  for  i9ii,with 
corresponding  ones  for  England  and  Wales. 


TABLE  VI. 

Bates  pei'  1,000  of  population  for  1911. 


Birth  Rate. 

Death 

Ti 

6 

Hate. 

<X> 

-4-> 

O 

CD 

U 

O 

O 

Smallpox, 

1 

Measles. 

Scai’let  Fever. 

03 

* rH 

s 

-4-1 

A I 

P | 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Fever. 

8 

£ 

c3 

p 

Deaths  under 

1 year  per 
1,000  Bil'ths. 

Borough  of 
Evesham 

26-0 

11.2 

13-3 

o-o 

0.3 

0-12 

1 0*  1 2 

1 

0*2 

0*0 

1-9 

138 

England  and 

24-4 

14-6 

1 4 '6 

00 

0*36 

0*05 

0’07 

Wales 

0*13 

0*21 

1-06 

130 
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Scarlet  Fever . 


Table  VII.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  during 

19 1 1. 


TABLE  VII. 


No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cases. 

Jan.  (1),  Feb.  (1),  July  (2), 
Sep.  (3),  Oct.  (2), 

Nov.  (8),  Dec.  (15). 

32 

. 

December  27th,  1911. 

Thirty-two  cases  occurred  last  year  as  corhpared  with  22  in 
1910;  26  of  them  (Table  II.)  were  children  under  15  years  of  age. 

It  will  be  noticed  (Table  VII.)  that  25  of  the  cases  occurred 
in  October,  November  and  December,  the  Autumn  often  being  the 
time  of  year,  when  the  disease  is  liable  to  be  prevalent. 

Eighteen  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  patients  were  sent  to  the  Sanatorium 
during  the  year;  but  15  of  the  25  cases  which  occurred  in  the 
Autumn  were  treated  at  home.  Some  of  the  patients  were  not 
admitted  for  varying  periods  after  they  fell  ill,  which  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  Sanatorium  was  closed  from  the  31st  October 
to  the  6th  December,  in  consequence  of  an  outbreak  of  Measles 
among  the  patients.  As  so  many  patients  had  to  remain  at 
home,  you  will  recollect  you  authorised  me  to  engage  a nurse 
to  look  after  them  (S  67  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907) 
under  the  direction  of  their  medical  attendants.  This  nurse  was 
engaged  from  November  29th  1911  until  January  30th  1912,  upon 
this  work,  during  which  period,  she  dealt  with  22  patients  in  15 
houses  : the  doctors  under  whose  directions  she  acted,  author- 
ised me  to  say  that  they  were  quite  satisfied  with  the  results,  and 
no  second  case  was  infected  in  any  household,  although  in  several 
there  were  other  children. 

The  treatment  adopted,  was  that  advocated  for  some  time  past 
by  Dr.  Milne  which  consists  of  rubbing  of  Scarlet  Fever  patients 
with  Eucalyptus  Oil  from  head  to  foot  twice  a day  for  4 days,  and 
then  once  daily  for  6 more  days,  and  swabbing  their  throats  with 
a io  per  cent  solution  of  carbolic  acid.  Dr.  Milne  urges  that  the 
success  or  otherwise  of  his  treatment  depends  upon  its  early 
adoption. 

Although  our  very  limited  local  experience  of  this  treatment  has 
apparently  been  satisfactory,  I feel  bound  to  keep  an  “ open  mind” 
as  to  this,  as  I know  that  in  some  Isolation  Hospitals  where  it 
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has  been  extensively  tried,  it  has  failed  to  confirm  Dr.  Milne’s 
claim  that  the  treatment  reduces  the  number  of  “ return  cases” 
and  thus  prevents  the  sequelae  which  not  uncommonly  attend  the 

disease. 

I have  in  several  reports  explained  what  is  meant  by  “ return 
cases,”  but  as  I have  to  refer  to  this  subject  in  the  paragraph  on 
“ Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation,”  I need  say  no  more  here. 

Table  III.  shows  that  there  was  1 death  from  Scarlet  Fever  in 
the  Borough,  but  in  reality  there  were  2,  viz.  1 in  the  Sanatorium 
on  31st  October,  and  1 in  the  town  on  December  27th.  The 
former  however  is,  under  the  rules  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  Registrar  General,  excluded  from  the  Borough  Statistics,  as 
the  patient  was  admitted  from  Childswickham  (Pebworth  Rural 
District). 


Diphtheria. 

Table  VIII.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  the  disease. 

TABLE  VIII. 


No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cases. 

Jan.  (1),  Nov.  (2). 

3 

November  4th,  1911. 

There  were  only  3 cases  of  diphtheria  in  1911,  as  compared 
with  5 in  1910,  and  16  in  1909. 

All  those  notified  last  year  were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  and 
I of  them  died  there  on  November  4th. 


Typhoid  Fever. 

Once  more  I can  repeat  (Annual  Report  1910  p.  18)  that  “ the 
“ Borough  experienced  complete  immunity  from  Typhoid  Fever 
“ during  the  year,  and  this  fortunately  is  no  new  experience.” 


Inflammation  of  the  Eyes  in  Infants  ( Ophthahnia  Neonatorum). 

As  mentioned  last  year,  this  disease  is  “ notifiable”  in  the  Bor- 
ough. When  I recommended  you  to  schedule  it  as  such,  I pointed 
out,  (annual  report  1910,  p.  15)  that  ‘‘these  cases  of  inflammation 
“ of  the  eyes  in  new-born  children  up  to  10  days  old  are  admittedly 
“ few,”  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  no  case  was  reported  during 
1911.  Some  reference  is  made  to  this  disease  under  “general 
observations.” 
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Measles. 

Measles  is  not  notifiable.  Three  deaths  occurred  during  the 
year. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  July,  September  and 
October,  it  was  necessary  to  close  3 Schools  (see  paragraph  on 
“ Schools”). 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Table  IX.  shows  the  number  of  deaths  and  death  rate  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculous  in  each  of  the  years  1902-11  inclusive. 


TABLE  IX. 


Average 

Rates 

1902-11. 

1911 

1910 

1909 

1908 

1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

sTo.  of  Deaths  in 
District 

7 

6a 

n 

6 

7 

12 

11 

7 

7 

9 

5 

)istrict  Death  Kate 
per  10,000  of 
population 

9.7 

7T 

8T 

7*2 

8-4 

14*4 

14*1 

8*9 

9*8 

12*6 

7*0 

ouuty  Death  Kate 
per  10,000  of 
population  . . 

7-8 

Not 

yet 

known 

7*5 

7*9 

8*1 

7*8 

7-8 

8*0 

7-7 

7*5 

8*4 

a.  Includes  one  death  in  Barn  wood  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  one  death  in  the 
Evesham  Workhouse,  from  among  persons  belonging  to  the  Borough. 

b.  Includes  one  death  in  the  Evesliam  Workhouse — a pauper  from  the 
Borough. 

Only  4 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  registered  in 
the  Borough,  but  3 others  which  occurred  outside  are  included,  as 
they  were  persons  chargeable  to  the  district.  Four  non-fatal  cases 
were  notified  during  the  year.  After  the  4 deaths  which  actually 
took  place  in  Evesham,  disinfection  of  the  houses  was  carried  out 
by  your  Inspector  in  three  instances,  and  in  the  fourth  by  the 
householder. 

This  subject  is  also  dealt  with  under  “ general  observations.” 

Schools. 


The  following  Schools  were  closed  during  the  year,  viz.  : 


Name. 

Date  of  Closure. 

No.  of  days  Closed. 

On  account  of. 

Evesham  C.E. 
(Infant  Dept.) 

26th  July 

8 days 

Measles. 

BengeworthC  E. 
(Infant  Dept.) 

19th  September 

14  days 

Measles, 

Swan  Lane  Coun- 
cil (In ft.  Dept.) 

11th  October 

18  days 

Measles. 
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Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

During  1911  the  total  number  of  patients  treated  at  the  Sanatorium 
was  7 r,  viz.  : 

TABLE  X. 


Diseases. 

Evesham 

Borough. 

Evesham 
Rural  District. 

Pebworth 
Rural  District. 

Total. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

— 

24 

1 

21 

1 

63 

1 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

21 

1 

29 

1 

21 

1 

71 

2 

Seventy-one  patients  were  treated  in  the  Sanatorium  last  year,  as 
compared  with  42  in  1910. 

Table  X.  shows  that  29  of  the  former  number  came  from  the 
Evesham  Rural  District,  and  21  from  the  Pebworth  Rural  District. 

The  “Sanatorium,”  of  course  you  well  know,  is  a “Joint  Hospital” 
for  the  Borough  and  the  Evesham  and  Pebworth  Rural  Districts,  and 
was  erected  by  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  “ Evesham  Joint 
Hospital  Board”;  which  Board  was  constituted  by  a “Provisional 
Order”  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  May  2nd,  1883. 

Ever  since  this  Hospital  was  opened  in  June,  1887,  it  has  until 
lately  answered  local  requirements  ; but  circumstances — to  be  subse- 
quently alluded  to — occurred  in  November  last  which  induced  me 
to  present  a “Report”  to  the  “Joint  Board.”  As  the  memorandum 
addressed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  in  October,  1911,  requires  me  to  discuss  your  hospital 
accommodation,  it  is  necessary  to  allude  to  that  report  somewhat  at 
length.  As  previously  mentioned,  an  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred 
at  the  Sanatorium  in  September  last,  which  was  due  to  a little  boy 
admitted  with  scarlatina  on  September  9th,  developing  an  uncertain 
rash  the  following  day.  In  consequence  of  the  peculiarity  of  the  rash, 
measles  was  not  diagnosed  until  four  days  later.  On  September  29th 
2 scarlatina  patients  were  attacked  by  measles,  and  subsequently  10 
others  fell  ill.  Although  measles  is  very  infectious,  its  infection  does 
not  appear  to  be  long  lived,  nor  to  be  commonly  conveyed  by  healthy 
persons.  It  thus  differs  from  scarlatina,  diphtheria  and  smallpox. 
Furthermore  it  is  infectious  for  at  least  48  hours  before  the  rash 
appears. 
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Consequently  the  lad  admitted  on  September  9th  was  highly 
infectious  on  his  admission,  and  before  the  disease  could  possibly 
have  been  recognised.  During  this  stage,  a patient  is  liable  to  infect 
a larger  number  of  others  than  is  the  case  of  any  other  infectious 
disease. 

When  a person  receives  the  infection,  i.e.  when  the  germs  have 
passed  to  him,  or  to  her,  there  is  a period  called  the  “ incubation 
period”  during  which  no  symptoms  of  the  disease  manifest  themselves, 
nor  is  the  patient  infectious. 

The  “ incubation  period”  of  measles  is  10  to  14  days,  generally  10 
days.  It  is  important  to  bear  this  in  mind,  otherwise  it  will  not  be 
appreciated  why  the  second  and  subsequent  cases  of  measles  occurred 
at  long  intervals  after  the  outbreak  began. 

As  there  was  no  “observation  ward” — the  necessity  for  which  is 
mentioned  in  my  County  Report  for  1910,  copies  of  which  were  sent  to 
you — the  child  who  had  an  “uncertain  rash”  on  September  9th  could 
not  be  isolated,  and  consequently  measles  spread  to  other  patients. 

In  the  report  to  the  Joint  Board  I mentioned  that  certain  “return 
cases”  of  scarlatina  had  occurred  just  before  the  outbreak  of  measles, 
and  as  these  have  an  important  bearing  upon  this  hospital  question 
I submit  the  following  extract  from  it. 

“Between  January  1st  and  October  31st  of  the  present  year,  49 
“ scarlatina  patients  have  been  treated  at  the  Sanatorium,  9 of  whom 
“were  admitted  from  Evesham  Borough,  21  from  Evesham  Dural 
“ District,  and  19  from  Pebworth  Ifural  District.  During  the  month 
“of  October  4 “return  cases”  of  scarlatina  (all  from  Broadway) 
“ were  sent  in,  and  so  far  as  I can  ascertain  from  the  hospital  books, 
“ 6 others  came  from  the  Pebworth  Dural  District. 

“ From  what  I have  said  you  will  gather  that  20  °/0  of  the  cases 
“ admitted  were  “ return  cases.”  For  several  years  past  I have 
“ reported  upon  “ return  cases”  as  associated  with  Isolation  H ospitals  ; 
“ and  if  you  look  at  the  “ Dules  and  Degulations  for  Administration 
“of  Evesham  Sanatorium”  issued  in  1906,  you  will  see  (p.  7,  No.  2) 
“ that  there  they  are  specially  referred  to. 

“ Perhaps  I should  explain  that  “return  cases”  are  those  which 
“ arise  shortly  after  the  discharge  of  a patient  from  the  hospital.  It 
“ does  not  at  all  follow  that  any  person  is  blamable  for  these  return 
“ cases. 

“ From  a strict  enquiry  made  in  London  some  time  back  as  to  the 
“ discharge  of  15,000  patients  from  Isolation  Hospitals,  it  was  ascer- 
“ tained  that  the  average  number  of  return  cases  was  about  4 per 
“ cent.  It  was  found  that  patients  with  nasal  or  ear  discharges 
“ whilst  in  Hospital  were  liable  to  be  infectious  after  returning 
“ home,  and  more  especially  if  the  discharge  came  on  afterwards,  as 
“ is  by  no  means  uncommon.  Indeed  the  principal  cause  of  the 
“occurrence  of  return  cases  is  the  persistence  and  recurrence  of  such 
“ discharges.” 


BOROUGH  OF  EVESHAM. 


23 


“ It  is  now  generally  agreed  tliat  late  “ peeling  ” cannot  be 
“regarded  as  evidence  of  infection.  Finally,  that  it  is  impossible 
“ under  the  present  condition  of  Hospital  treatment  to  avoid  the 
“ occurrence  of  “ return  cases.” 

“ The  best  known  methods  of  preventing  return  cases  are  : 

a.  “ That  as  far  as  practicable  every  patient  should  as  soon 
“ as  he  is  in  a fit  condition  be  transferred  from  the  acute 
“ to  the  convalescent  wards. 

b.  “ That  a discharge  ward  be  established  at  each  Hospital 
“ into  which  the  patient  could  be  admitted  and  bathed 
“ not  later  than  the  day  before  discharge. 

c.  “ That  harm  has  resulted  from  the  abrupt  transition  to 
“ home  conditions  undergone  by  the  patients  immediately 
“on  discharge;  consequently  every  endeavour  should  be 
“ made  to  prepare  patients  for  their  discharge,  especially 
“ by  providing  facilities  for  their  being  in  the  open  air. 

d.  “ That  notices  be  sent  to  parents  and  others  —as  is  done  at 
“ your  Sanatorium—  that  it  is  advisable  as  an  additional 
“ precaution  that  patients  should  be  kept  away  from  other 
“ children,  including  school  attendance  for  the  first  four 
“ weeks  after  their  return  home. 

“ I mention  these  desiderata  because  I know  there  is  too  commonly 
“ an  erroneous  idea  that  because  a return  case  happens  there  must 
“ be  neglect  at  the  Hospital. 

“ Furthermore  the  public  do  not  at  present  realise  that  it  is  im- 
“ possible  with  our  present  medical  knowledge  to  say  with  absolute 
“ certainty  when  the  infection  of  scarlet  fever  ceases.  Nor  do  I 
“ suppose  this  will  be  possible  until  the  microbe  of  scarlet  fever  has 
“ been  definitely  isolated,  which  is  not  at  present  the  case. 

“ From  what  I have  already  said,  you  will  gather  that  there  have 
“been  a large  number  of  “return  cases”  associated  with  your 
“Hospital,  and  “it  is  impossible  under  the  present  condition  of 
“ Hospital  treatment  to  avoid  such  occurrences.”  1 have  lately  been 
“ in  communication  with  the  Medical  Superintendents  of  several 
“large  Isolation  Hospitals  who  tell  me  that  they,  too,  have  been 
“ troubled  with  them  (especially  since  scarlatina  assumed  such  a 
“ mild  form)  and  they  consider,  after  trying  many  methods,  that  the 
“ best  way  to  prevent  them  is  to  treat  patients  in  a convalescent  ward 
“for  at  least  a week  before  they  are  discharged,  “on  open-air 
“methods.”  in  order  to  prevent  the  development  of  infectious  nasal 
“ and  ear  discharges  and  throat  affections  after  the  patients  have 
“ been  at  home  a few  days. 

“ [ think  the  time  has  now  come  to  enlarge  the  hospital,  by 
“providing  ‘convalescent’  and  ‘observation’  wards. 

“ In  connection  with  this,  I would  point  out  that  when  the 
“ Hospital  was  erected,  it  served  a population  of  15,623,  wfiereas  the 
“ population  it  now  serves  is  20,675. 
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“I  should  not,  however,  omit  mention  of  the  fact  that  the  ‘Iron 
“ Buildings’  were  built  a few  years  back.” 

The  following  statement  compares  the  number  of  beds  the  hospital 
was  built  for,  and  the  number  of  beds  now  in  it. 


Regulation  No.  of  Beds  for 

No.  of  Beds 

Adults. 

Children. 

now  in* 

Western  Bloch : 

Male  ward 

• • 

• « 

4 

5 

8 beds 

2 cots 

Female  ward 

• A 

• • 

4 

5 

8 beds 

Duty  room 

• • 

• • 

2 beds 

8 

10 

18  beds 

2 cots 

Eastern  Bloch : 

Large  ward 

• • 

• • 

4 

4 

7 beds 

1 cot 

Small  ward 

e « 

• • 

2 

3 

5 beds 

1 cot 

Duty  room 

• • 

• • 

2 beds 

6 

7 

14  beds 

2 cots 

Iron  Bloch  ; 

Male  ward 

e • 

• • 

2 

3 

5 beds 

1 cot 

Female  ward 

• « 

• • 

2 

3 

5 beds 

1 cot 

Duly  room 

• • 

• • 

1 bed 

A 

A 

1 1 beds 

u 

2 cots 

The  “ regulation”  space  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
is  2,000  cubic  ft.,  and  144  square  ft.  of  floor  space  for  each  adult 
bed,  and  1,500  cubic  ft.  for  children  ; so  that  the  Sanatorium  is  only 
fit  for  18  adults  and  23  children,  whereas  there  were  43  beds  and  6 
cots  in  the  wards  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

This  shows  that  the  Sanatorium  has  at  times  been  overcrowded. 
As  this  practice  so  often  results  in  *•  return  cases”  of  scarlatina,  I 
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felt  bound  to  advise  that  not  more  than  the  regulation  number  of 
patients  which  the  hospital  is  capable  of  receiving,  should  be 
admitted. 

I did  not  do  so,  until  I had  duly  considered  the  fact  that  when 
infectious  disease  breaks  out  in  small  dwellings  it  is  often  impossible 
to  properly  isolate  those  attacked. 

On  the  9th  December  last  I addressed  letters  to  the  Matron,  and 
Chairman  of  Board,  pointing  out  how  many  patients  each  ward 
pavilion  ought  to  contain  on  the  basis  allowed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 


This  is  shown  in  the  following  statement 

• 

Western  Block — Male  Ward 

Female  ,, 

Adults. 

4 > 8 

4 j 8 

Children. 

5 1 ■» 

Eastern  Block — Large  Ward  . . 

Small  ,, 

4 

2 

1 6 

4 

2 ) 

7 

Iron  Block — Male  Ward 

Female  ,, 

2 

2 

1 * 

3 i 6 

3 ) 

Total  No 

18 

23 

A special  meeting  of  the  sub-committee  of  the  Joint  Hospital 
Board  was  promptly  convened  to  consider  my  report,  and  orders  were 
at  once  given  for  the  erection  of  an  additional  Ward  Pavilion  just 
referred  to, — capable  of  providing  4 beds  (2  males,  2 females)  on  the 
basis  laid  down  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  This  pavilion  is 
so  arranged  that  it  can  be  used  as  “ observation  wards,”  or  for  iso- 
lating patients. 

The  question  of  providing  a pavilion  for  scarlatina  “ convalescents’ 1 
(which  I consider  vital  if  “ return  cases”  are  to  be  prevented,  as  far 
as  it  is  practicable  to  do  so),  necessitates  enlargement  of  the  admit- 
tedly too  small  “administration  block  and  consequently  the  Board 
have  not  yet  come  to  any  decision  in  the  matter.  The  chairman  of 
the  Board  (Mr.  G.  Hughes)  and  the  borough  Surveyor  (Mr.  Harvey) 
however,  visited  the  King’s  Norton  hospital  with  me  on  January  9th 
last  in  order  to  see  some  up-to-date  alterations  that  have  recently 
been  made  there.  It  is  my  personal  opinion  that  it  would  be  inop- 
portune for  the  Joint  Board  to  decide  what  should  be  done,  just  at 
present,  as  I have  reason  to  think  that  before  long  the  Board  will  be 
invited  to  consider  most  important  questions  arising  out  of  the  Insur- 
ance Act,  as  to  which  I am  not  at  liberty  to  say  more  now. 
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Disinfection . 

The  methods  of  household  disinfection  are  given  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  annual  report.  Infected  bedding  and  clothing  is  disin- 
fected in  the  “ Kecks”  apparatus  at  the  sanatorium. 


Sanitary  Work : 

Your  Borough  Surveyor  (also  Sanitary  Inspector)  makes  a full 
Annual  Keport  (appended),  to  which  reference  should  be  made  for 
details  of  the  sanitary  work  carried  out,  and  I should  add  well, 
carried  out,  in  the  Borough.  Such  being  the  case  my  comments 
upon  it,  need  not  be  many;  there  are  a few  points  however  to 
which  I desire  to  personally  call  attention. 


Housing  Accommodation . 

The  following  statement  gives  some  idea  of  the  local  administration 
of  the  “Housing  and  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act  1909”  during  1911. 

1.  Estimated  No.  of  houses  within  limit  of  S.  14  (viz.  £16.)  1410. 


2. 

No  of  houses  built  in  1911  ..  35  ) 

1910  ..  18 

1909  ..  36  1 

1 166 

1 5 houses 

are 

1908  ..  36  1 

i in  course 

of 

• 

1907  ..  41 

erection. 

3. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  . . 

• • • • 

140 

4. 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 

0 » • • 

0 

5. 

No.  of  “ Closing  Orders”  made 

• • • • 

0 

6. 

No.  of  “Closing  Orders”  became  operative 

• 0 • • 

0 

7. 

No.  of  defects  remedied  without  “ Closing  Orders”  . . 

119 

8. 

No.  of  “ Closing  Orders”  determined  . . 

• • • » 

0 

9. 

No.  of  houses  demolished 

0 0 • • 

2 

10. 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  works  under  S.  15 

0 0 • • 

61 

11. 

No.  of  orders  to  execute  works  under  S.  15  complied  with 

35 

12. 

No.  of  yards  repaved 

• O 0 0 

13 

13. 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  . . 

• • • • 

1 

14. 

No.  of  “ back  to  back”  houses  in  Borough 

• • *0 

2 

15. 

No.  of  “back  to  back”  houses  dealt  with 

0 0 • • 

0 

16. 

No.  of  “obstructive  houses”  (Housing  of 

W orking 

Classes  1890,  S.  13)  .. 

0 0 . 1 

1 

17. 

No.  of  “ obstructive  houses”  dealt  with. . 

• • O O 

0 

18. 

No.  of  cellar  dwellings  . . 

• • • • 

0 

19. 

No.  of  “records”  laid  before  Council  (S.  17) 

140 

20. 

No,  of  houses  built  by  Corporation  for  working  classes 

0 
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There  is  undoubtedly  a great  scarcity  of  cottages  for  the  working 
classes,  and  at  the  present  time  there  is  not  one  vacant  house  in 
the  Borough  within  the  limit  of  S.  14  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909,  (£16).  It  will  be  noticed  that  your 
Surveyor  in  his  annual  report  says  that  “ although  more  houses 
“were  built  during  the  year  (1911)  than  in  1910,  those  have  been 
“of  a class  let  at  higher  rents  than  labourers  can  afford  to  pay, 
11  but  I understand  that  the  provision  of  labourers’  houses  by  pri- 
“vate  enterprise  is  now  under  consideration.” 

If  this  scheme  is  not  carried  through,  1 am  of  opinion  that  the 
Corporation  should  themselves  build  cottages,  as  special  facilities 
are  now  provided  for  doing  so  under  the  recent  Housing  Act.  A 
good  example  in  this  respect  is  being  set  bv  the  Evesham  Pural 
District  Council,  who  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Hoard  for  a loan  to  build  60  cottages  at  Broadway.  The 
plans  for  these  were  prepared  by  a firm  of  Architects  in  the 
Borough  (Messrs.  Dicks  and  Waldron)  who  have  designed  an 
excellent  cottage,  which  is  estimated  to  cost  from  £138  to  £142 
each,  exclusive  of  land ; (the  higher  priced  houses  will  be  slightly 
bigger  than  the  smaller  one).  These  will  be  let  at  from  3/6  to 
4/6  per  week  each. 

The  provision  of  back  gardens  to  cottages  in  The  Leys  is  a great 
improvement,  and  carries  out  a long-felt  want. 

Mr.  Harvey’s  report  shows  that  improvement  of  several  cottages 
has  been  made  during  the  year,  as  the  result  of  pressure  put  on  by 
the  Corporation. 


Water  Supply. 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  notice  (see  Inspector’s  Beport)  that  the 
water  works,  which  were  severely  tested  by  excessive  drought,  held 
out  so  well  during  the  year. 

The  Borough  has  an  exceptionally  fine  supply,  not  only  as  regards 
quantity  but— as  the  County  Analyst’s  monthly  analyses  show- 
quality. 


Sewage  Outfall  Works. 


A contract  for  improving  the  sewage  outfall  works  is  about  to 
be  accepted  and  the  improvements  will  at  once  be  proceeded 
with. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds , Slaughter-houses,  Factories  and  Workshops , 
Bake-houses,  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

These  are  kept  under  constant  supervision.  The  Inspector’s 
report  shows  the  present  position,  so  it  seems  unnecessary  to 
labour  the  report  by  personally  stating  what  is  being  done. 


I append  your  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  and  Tabular  Statement 
of  the  work  carried  out  under  his  supervision. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 


Shirehall,  Worcester, 
February,  IQ12. 


County  Medical  Officer. 
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Mb.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 


Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

Two  new  Observation  Wards  have  been  built  at  the  Sanatorium, 
each  with  a floor  space  of  400  superficial  feet,  and  a cubical  capacity, 
or  air  space  of  4, ‘200  feet.  There  is  a Duty  Room  and  a Bath 
Room  between  the  two  wards.  A veranda  six  feet  wide  runs  the 
whole  length  of  the  front,  and  at  each  end  of  the  main  building 
are  double  French  doors  fitted  with  panic  bolts.  The  floors  are 
laid  with  a smooth  impervious  fire-proof  composition,  and  the  walls 
and  ceilings  are  plastered.  The  roof  and  external  walls  are  covered 
with  18-gauge  corrugated  iron.  There  is  a large  “ Queen”  stove 
in  each  ward  for  heating.  Hot  and  cold  water  supplies  are  laid 
on  and  the  compartments  are  lighted  by  gas.  The  drainage  is 
connected  with  the  new  sewer.  King’s  road  has  been  made  up  as 
a street  so  that  there  is  a good  hard  road  to  the  Sanatorium. 

Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  houses  is  done  by  spraying,  evaporating  formalin 
tablets  and  by  formaldyhyde  being  vaporized  by  permanganate  of 
potash.  A new  boiler  has  been  fitted  to  the  Disinfector  at  the  Sana- 
torium, the  old  one  having  become  very  thin  and  considered  unsafe. 

House  Accommodation. 

Although  more  houses  were  built  during  the  year  than  in  1910, 
these  have  been  of  a class  let  at  higher  rents  than  ordinary  labourers 
can  afford  to  pay,  but  I understand  that  a scheme  for  the  provision 
of  a number  of  labourers’  houses  by  private  enterprise  is  now  under 
consideration.  Two  old  cottages  in  Mill  street  have  been  demolished 
for  street  widening  purposes.  Back  gardens  have  been  provided  to 
some  twenty  cottages  on  the  north  side  of  the  Leys.  Formerly  these 
had  only  a small  area  from  4 to  5 feet  deep  at  the  rear  and  house  refuse 
had  to  be  carried  through  the  living  rooms.  This  is  now  done  by 
means  of  an  8-ft.  back  road  Eight  cottages  forming  “ Anchor  Build- 
ings,” Cowl  Street,  have  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  ventilated. 
Eleven  cottages  in  Rynal  Street  have  had  blue  brick  paving  laid  all 
along  their  backs  and  new  gullies  and  drain  connections  put  in. 
Brotherton’s  Court,  in  Cowl  Street,  has  been  asphalted.  A cottage  in 
Bewdley  Street  has  been  enlarged,  several  others  have  been  improved 
having  windows  made  to  open,  paving  repaired,  cleansing  and  general 
repairs. 
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Water  Supply . 

During  this  very  dry  year  the  water  supply  held  out  splendidly,  the 
reservoirs  never  sinking  more  than  from  lft.  6in.  to  2ft.  at  any  time. 
A large  number  of  defective  fittings  were  located  and  repaired  early  in 
the  year  and  thus  a large  amount  of  waste  was  prevented.  The  yield 
from  the  springs  also  remained  good,  so  that  it  was  not  necessary  at 

any  time  to  turn  off  the  water  either  by  day  or  night,  as  has  had  to 
be  done  in  former  years.  A bacteriological  examination  of  the  town 
supply  is  made  every  month  by  the  county  analyst  and  reported  to 
your  committee. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  number  of  purveyors  of  milk  and  dairymen  and  cow  keepers 
are  the  same  as  last  year  (i.e.)  12  of  the  former  and  5 of  the  latter. 
The  number  of  cows  in  milk  is  about  47.  More  attention  has  been 
paid  to  farming  out,  limewashing,  cleansing  of  vessels,  and  the  mode 
of  distributing  the  milk.  There  is  still  room  in  some  quarters  for 
improvement  in  grooming  the  animals  and  the  personal  cleanliness  of 
the  milkers.  I should  say  that  half  the  supply  is  brought  in  from 
the  rural  districts,  which  are  being  well  inspected  by  their  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr  Holloway. 

Sewerage. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have,  after  careful  enquiry,  sanctioned 
a loan  of  some  £9,000  for  enlarging  the  existing  works,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  more  percolating  filters,  storm  water  and  sedementation  tanks, 
new  pumping  machinery,  etc.,  and  a tender  has  been  accepted  for 
carrying  out  the  work.  Since  my  last  report  the  material  composing 
the  four  contact  beds  has  been  thoroughly  washed  and  replaced  ; and 
these  are  to  be  increased  in  depth  some  twelve  inches.  This  should 
add  to  their  efficiency  and  prevent  their  being  flooded  by  the  tank 
effluent. 


Pollution  of  Streams. 

I received  two  complaints  during  the  year,  but  when  the  improve- 
ments at  the  sewage  works  are  completed  no  pollution  can  occur. 


Excrement  Disposal. 

The  borough  is  essentially  a W.C.  town.  There  are  only  four  pail 
closets  (on  the  outskirts  of  the  town)  and  these  are  regularly  emptied 
by  the  corporation’s  workmen. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

Public  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the  corporation’s  workmen.  The 
refuse  from  each  house  being  removed  once  a week.  Formerly  this 
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refuse  was  disposed  of  by  burning  in  open  fires  at  the  sewerage  works, 
the  vapours  giving  cause  for  frequent  complaints  from  the  residents 
of  Hampton,  Boat  Lane  and  Merstow  Green.  For  the  past  12  months 
the  house  refuse  has  been  buried  on  the  Gasworks  Meadow.  The  turf 
is  first  taken  off,  trenches  dug  out,  the  soil  from  which  is  used  to  cover 
the  refuse  and  the  turf  is  replaced.  The  meadow  is  thus  being  gradually 
raised  some  four  feet  in  height.  It  will  take  from  20  to  30  years  in  this 
way  to  cover  and  raise  the  whole  surface  of  this  field. 

Nuisances. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  abatement  of  all  nuisances  was  effected 
without  legal  proceedings.  The  keeping  of  swine  and  the  accumulation 
of  manure  for  gardening  purposes  gave  the  most  trouble.  A strict  look 
out  is  being  kept  with  regard  to  these  matters. 

Byelaws. 

The  byelawr8  with  respect  to  : ( a ) Nuisances,  (b)  New  Streets  and 
Buildings,  [c)  Common  Lodging-houses,  (d)  Slaughter-houses,  (<?) 
Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  are  carried  out.  There  is  at 
present  no  need  to  amend  these  regulations  except  perhaps  as  to  the 
distance  from  dwelling  houses  and  public  roads  outside  which  swine  may 
be  kept.  The  distance  now  is  60  feet,  I suggest  this  should  be  at  least 
40  yards. 

Schools. 

These  have  been  reported  upon  each  year  by  your  Medical  Officer, 
and  great  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  schools  of  the  town 
during  the  past  few  years.  The  playgrounds  to  Bengeworth  Mixed  and 
the  Infants  Schools  would  be  much  improved  by  asphalting.  It  is  now 
only  rough  gravel  and  in  wet  weather  large  puddles  of  water  lie  about. 

Slaughter-houses. 

A marked  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  four  Slaughter-houses 
in  the  Borough,  the  remaining  one  mentioned  in  the  Medical  Officer’s 
last  report  has  been  put  in  order,  the  walls  are  now  covered  with 
white  glazed  tiles  to  a height  of  7 feet,  and  no  one  is  more  pleased 
than  the  owner  and  occupier  of  these  premises,  as  a large  amount  of 
work  is  saved  in  cleaning  down  after  each  day’s  work. 

Factories  and  Workshops . 

'There  are  26  “ Factories”  and  153  Workshops  in  the  Borough  ; the 
following  is  a list  of  the  latter: — basket  makers  5,  bootmakers  13, 
blacksmiths  10,  brewers  10,  bakers  15,  coopers  1,  carpenters  12, 
cycle  fitters  6,  dressmakers  21,  plumbers  6,  rope  makers  1,  saddlers 
4,  stone  masons  1,  sweet  makers  3,  watch  makers  6,  gloveresses  15, 
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wheelwrights  4,  umbrella  makers  3,  tailors  17, — 153.  Air  space  cards 
are  renewed  as  required.  Une  basket  making  shop  with  pail  closet  has 
been  taken  down,  to  make  room  for  cottage  building.  One  Dressmakers’ 
and  one  Bootmaker’s  shop  have  been  enlarged.  Limewashing  has  been 
attended  to  where  necessary. 

The  Factories  consist  of  the  following: — brewers  5,  butchers  1, 
brickworks  1,  corn  mill  1,  carriage  and  motor  works  5,  Engineer  1, 
Fruit  etc.  3,  mineral  waters  1,  printers  5,  spectacle  case  maker  1, 
woodwork  2. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  to  all  are  in  very  good  order,  no  cause 
for  complaint  having  arisen. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  15  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  the  same  number  as  last 
year.  The  small  defective  one  in  Bewdley  Street  has  been  closed,  and 
another  one  in  High  Street  re-opened  in  its  place.  These  are  all  in  very 
fair  order.  The  limewashing  in  all  cases  is  regularly  attended  to. 
The  regulations  and  air  space  cards  are  kept  posted  up. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  three  Common  Lodging  Houses  although  not  “ Model  Ones” 
have  been  kept  clean.  The  bed  making  has  been  regularly  attended  to 
and  the  windows  kept  open.  The  owner  of  the  one  in  Cowl  Street 
intends  to  open  another  house  over  the  way,  for  the  use  of  married 
couples  only.  The  existing  one  will  be  kept  for  single  persons  ; this 
should  be  an  improvement. 


Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  six  u fish  fryers”  and  one  “ tripe  boiler”  in  the  Borough 
and  these  have  been  carried  on  without  nuisance  or  complaint. 

Shop  Hours  Act  1892  and  1911. 

I have  recently  as  you  know  been  appointed  as  the  officer  to 
administer  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Regulation  Acts  1892-191  1, 
and  this  work  will  be  put  in  hand  as  soon  as  possible. 

I append  my  tabular  statement. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  HABYEY. 

Town  Hall,  Evesham. 

February  21  st,  1912. 
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Inspector’s  Tabular  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year 

ending  31st  December,  1911. 


Infectious  Disease. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease, 
including  Sanatorium  wards 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  or 
destroyed 

Compensation  paid  for  destruction 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported  (P.H.  Act  1875, 
Sec.  26)  ...  

) 26  + 5 

) Phthisis 

20 

O 

£ 

Ul 

CD 

CO 

Housing,  Town  Planning, 
etc.,  Act,  1909. 

No.  of  houses  erected 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ... 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Local  Authority... 
No.  of  Closing  Orders  that  became  operative 

No.  of  Defects  remedied  without  Closing  Orders 

No.  of  Defects  remedied  after  Closing  Orders 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  ... 

No.  of  houses  demolished... 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  works  under  Section  15 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15 
complied  with  ... 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

35 

140 

119 

2 

61 

35 

13 

3 

Moveable  Dwellings, 
Caravans,  etc. 

No.  observed  (at  Mop) 

No.  dealt  with,  as  insanitary 

28 

House-drains. 

No.  laid  or  relaid 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with 

No.  of  house-drains  tested 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 
No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified 

46 

15 

50 

52 

6 

20 

2 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

No.  repaired  ventilated  and  supplied  with  water 

43 

97 

Privies  and  Ashpits. 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 

No.  of  pail  closets  and  privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  .. 
No.  converted  to  pail  closets 

No.  repaired 

— 

Scavenging. 

No.  of  loads  of  house  refuse  removed 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed 

No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  (ash  bins)  renewed 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed 

2176 

1870 

4 

18 

Weekly 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

No.  under  observation 

No.  abated 

1 

Offensive  'trades,  (S. 
112  P.H.A.  1875,  S. 
51  P.H.A. A. A.  1907). 

No.  under  observation 

No,  improperly  conducted 

No.  newly  established,  with  consent  of  Council 

— 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  defective  fittings  repaired  ... 

No  of  wells  sunk 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  . 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted 

No.  of  disused  wells  abolished 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during  year 
No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient  water 
supplies  dealt  with 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt,  for  which  water 
certificates  were  given  ... 

46 



35 

12 

| 

35 

Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  registered 

No.  licensed 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  j 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  reported 
Are  Byelaws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out 

4 

2 

At  odd  times 
and  Monthly 

Yes 
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Factories  and 

Workshops. 

No,  under  inspection 

Mo.  certified  for  limewashing  by  Inspector  ... 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuisances... 
No.  employing  “young  persons,”  etc.,  reported  to 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

No.  of  out  workers’  premises  inspected 

179 

4 

Half-yearly 

'14 

Shop  Hours  Act. 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with.  (Act  just 
adopted  and  inspector  appointed) 

Purveyors  of  Milk. 

No.  of 

12 

Dairies. 

No.  registered 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Byelaws 
dealt  with 

At  wrhat  intervals  is  each  inspected 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with 

Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  District 

5 

Half-yearly 

47 

Cowsheds. 

No.  registered 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

5 

Half-yearly 

Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  boats  on  register 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year 

No.  of  certificates  renewed 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  otherwise) 
No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations  dealt 
with 

— 

Lodging  Houses. 

No.  on  Register  ...  ...  . . 

No.  regularly  inspected 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected.  . | 

3 

3 

3 

At  odd  times 
& Quarterly 

Food. 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption 

Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  con-  i 
sumption  ...  . ...  } 

170  lbs.  pulp 
for  jam,  and 
6 tons  of 
potatoes 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  ... 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine 

No.  of  samples  adulterated 

— 

Animals  kept  so  as  to 
be  a Nuisance. 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  ... 

12 

Accumulation  of 
Offensive  Refuse. 

No.  of  removals  ... 

17 

Legal  Proceedings' 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  insanitary 
conditions 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  unsound 
food 

— 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  ... 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  outstanding 

No.  of  defective  water  fittings  notices  served 

No.  of  defective  wmter  fittings  notices  complied  with 

29 

72 

58 

14 

205 

205 

8th  February,  1912. 


(Signed)  S.  H.  HARVEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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To  the  Evesham  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  19 11. 

Copies  will,  as  required,  be  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  County  Council. 

Statistical  data. 

Tables  I,  II,  III,  IV,  and  V,  have  been  prepared  as  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Reference  to  these  new  Forms  is  made  in  the  prefatory 
“ General  Observations.” 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1911  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  tlie  Year  1911. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

nd 

o> 

> 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  Ages — Years. 

c .* 

2*5 
“ & 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to 
15. 

15  to 
25. 

25  to 
45. 

45  to 
65. 

55  and 
up- 
wards 

% O 
c3  hi 

O ^ 

. O 

C3 

O 

EH 

Small-pox  . . 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

6 

5 

1 

5 

Erysipelas  . . 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

30 

5 

21 

3 

1 

24 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 

2 

1 

1 

Belapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

Plague 

Under  Tuber- 
/ culosis  Regu- 
\ lations,  1908 

Phthisis  ) Under  Tuber- 
1 culosis  Regu- 
f lations,  1911 

2 

2 

Others 

2 

Totals  . . 

46 

5 

27 

4 

2 

2 

29 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1911. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

Total  Death 

whei her  of 
“Residents 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All 

1 and 

2 anc 

5 anc 

15a  11c 

2 5 anc 

[lhanc 

65  anc 

or  “ N011- 
R. puts,J  i > 

U rider 
1 year 

undei 

undei 

undei 

undei 

under 

undei 

up- 

Institutions 

ages. 

2 

5 

15 

25 

45 

65 

wards 

in  the 

. 

years. 

years 

years. 

years 

years 

years 

District. 

All  \ Certified  . . 

107 

10 

5 

O 

O 

2 

6 

1 1 

24 

46 

118 

Causes  ( Uncertified 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . . 
Small  Pox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

Whooping-  Cough.  . . 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

4 

1 

3 

4 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  Di- 

1 

1 

1 

j I 

seases  

1 

1 

1 

Pheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

f 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

6 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

9 

1 

1 

7 

10 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms) 

Other  Diseases  of  Pes- 

3 

1 

2 

3 

piratory  organs 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

7 

5 

2 

7 i 

Appendicitis  & Typhlitis 
Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

1 

1 

1 

Disease  , , . . . . 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and 

diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 

Congenital  debility  and 
M alf  ormation,  includ- 
ing Premature  Birth 
Violent  Deaths,  exclud- 

4 

4 

4 

ing  Suicide  , . 

2 

2 

2 

Suicides  

Senile  Decay 

16 

16 

19 

Heart 

7 

4 

3 

10 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or 

38 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

15 

12 

41 

unknown 

107 

10 

5 

3 

2 

6 

11 

24 

46 

119 
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TABLE  IV. 

Infant  Mortality.  1911. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1 week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

1 month. 

1-3  months. 

3-6  months. 

I 

6-9  months. 

9- 12  months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

All  1 Certified  . . 

Causes  j Uncertified 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

10 

Small-pox 
/ Chicken-pox 

' Measles  

j Scarlet  fever 
f Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Whooping-cough 
j Diarrhoea 

< Enteritis 

Tuberculous  Mening- 

( itis  

) Abdominal  Tubercu- 

\ losis  

f Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases 

/ Congenital  Malforma- 
\ tions  

< Premature  birth 

j Atrophy,  Debility  and 
v Marasmus 
Atelectasis 

Injury  at  birth 
Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 
culous)   

Convulsions 

Gastritis 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  causes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

10 
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Table  I.  shows  that  202  births  were  registered  in  the  District 
in  1911.  A birth  occurred  in  the  district,  which  did  not  properly 
belong  thereto  so  that  the  net  birth  rate  amounted  to  22-2  per 
1000  of  the  population  ; as  compared  with  an  average  rate  for 
the  years  1906-10  of  27  4.  The  1911  birth  rate  therefore  was  5*2 
below  the  average  of  the  past  5 years. 

The  corresponding  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  amounted 
to  24’4  per  1000  of  the  population,  a rate  which  is  07  per  1000 
below  that  of  1910,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on 
record. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  in  19 it  was 
119;  but  as  there  were  21  deaths  of  non-residents  who  did  not  re- 
side in  the  district,  and  also  9 deaths  of  residents,  who  were  not 
living  in  the  district,  the  net  death  rate  amounted  to  117,  which 
is  also  the  average  net  rate  for  the  years  1906-11.  The  death  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  last  year  was  14-6  per  1000,  which  was  it 
per  1000  above  the  rate  in  1910. 

The  local  infantile  mortality  for  the  year  (49)  was  extraordinarily 
low,  especially  as  the  summer  was  so  intensely  hot  and  dry. 

Table  V.  compares  the  local  zymotic  death  rates  for  1911,  with 
those  of  England  and  Wales. 


TABLE  V. 


Rates  per  1,000  of  population  for  1911. 


Birth  Rate. 

Death  Kate. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

cd 

• r— 1 
r-* 

0) 

rP 

rH 

Ph 

• r-H 

P 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Deaths  under 

1 year  per 
1,000  Births. 

Crude. 

Corrected. 

Evesham 
Kural  District 

22-2 

13*0 

11*7 

o-o 

o-o 

0*10 

o-o 

o-io 

0*0 

0-7 

49 

England  and 
Wales 

24*4 

14-6 

14*6 

00 

0-36 

0*05 

0T3 

0*21 

0-07 

1-06 

130 

“ Notifiable ” Diseases. 

A list  of  these,  with  remarks  upon  them,  are  given  in  my  prefatory 
“ general  observations.” 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Table  VI.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  during 
191  1. 
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TABLE  VI. 


Locality. 

No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Date  of  fatal  cases. 

Abbot’s  Lenc  h. 

October  (1), 

1 

Bretforton. 

December  (3), 

3 

Broadway. 

July  (1),  Aug.  (3),  Sept  (9), 
Oct.  (7),  Nov.  (5), 

25 

Dec.  31st  * 

Hampton  (Cot- 
tage Homes) 

January  (1) 

1 

Jan.  (1),  July  (1)  Aug.  (3), 
Sept.  (9),  Oct.  (8),  JNov.  (5), 
Dec.  (3), 

30 

Dec.  31st  * 

* This  death  occurred  in  the  Sanatorium  (Borough  of  Evesham). 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  25  out  of  the  30  cases  occurred  at 
Broadway,  and  24  of  the  former  were  “notified”  between  August 
and  December ; the  period  of  the  year  when  scarlet  fever  is  apt 
to  appear,  if  it  appears  at  all. 

When  I visited  Broadway  to  inquire  into  this  outbreak  I had 
reason  to  believe  that  a servant  at  one  of  the  Inns  had  symptoms 
of  the  disease,  and  on  examining  her,  found  she  was  in  the 
“ peeling’'’  stage.  The  same  day  4 other  children  in  the  house  where 
this  girl  slept  ^her  home)  were  reported  to  be  suffering  the  same 
complaint.  I am  satisfied,  that  neither  this  servant,  nor  her 
employers,  were  aware  of  the  existence  of  scarlet  fever  until  I told 
them  ; certainlv  there  was  no  wilful  concealment  of  the  case. 
Undoubtedly  4 of  these  attacked  in  Broadway  during  October 
were  “ return  cases”  (i.e.  cases  which  arise  immediately  after  the 
discharge  of  patients  from  the  hospital). 

An  explanation  of  these  “return  cases”  will  be  found  in  the 
paragraph  on  “ Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation”  in  the  report 
on  Evesham  Borough,  the  “ sanatorium”  being,  as  you  are  aware, 
a “joint  hospital.” 

As  these  cases  raise  an  important  issue  connected  with  the 
requisite  enlargement  of  that  institution,  I refer  you  to  the 
paragraph  in  question. 

Twenty-four  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  removed  to  the 
sanatorium;  but  only  9 of  the  16  cases  which  occurred  during  the 
December  quarter  could  be  treated  that  way,  as  the  Sanatorium 
had  to  be  closed  from  October  31st  to  December  6th,  owing  to  an 
outbreak  of  measles  among  the  inmates. 
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Diphtheria. 

Table  VII.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  the  disease. 

TABLE  VII. 


Locality. 

No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cases. 

Broadway 

January  (1),  May  (1), 

2 

Hampton 

July  (lj , Aug.  (1),  Dec.  (2)  (a), 

4 

• 

Jan.  (1),  May  ()),  July  (1), 
Aug.  (1),  Dec.  (2), 

6 

Nil. 

(a).  1 of  these  was  at  the  “ Cottage  Homes.” 


This  shows  that  the  cases  were  few  and  sporadic ; 5 of  them 
were  removed  to  the  sanatorium. 

The  case  at  Broadway  in  January  was  an  “imported”  one; 
those  at  Hampton  in  July  and  August  were  obviously  associated 
with  a child,  who  was  not  known  to  have  the  complaint  until  I 
visited  the  locality  ; and  the  others  which  occurred  there  in 
December  were  most  probably  also  due  to  personal  infection,  but 
I failed  to  detect  the  actual  source. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  reported  during  the  year,  viz.,  I 
at  Aldington  in  July,  and  1 at  Broadway  in  November;  both  were 
treated  at  home  without  extension  of  the  disease. 

The  medical  attendant  and  I,  after  conferring  as  to  the  Aldington 
case,  failed  to  trace  its  origin.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  latter, 
which  occurred  at  a large  cottage  (in  the  “ White  City”)  in  a 
thoroughly  sanitary  condition.  The  causation  of  sporadic  cases  is 
not  uncommonly  obscure. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

A case  of  puerperal  fever  occurred  at  Offenham  in  February,  and 
was  fully  reported  upon  to  me,  as  county  medical  officer,  by  one 
of  the  Midwives  Act  medical  inspectors ; the  mother  was  attended 
by  a midwife,  who  did  not  advise  that  a doctor  be  sent  for  as  soon  as 
she  ought  to  have  done,  and  consequently  I cautioned  the  latter. 

(' Ophthalmia  Neonatoruni).  Inflammation  of  the  Eyes  in  Infa?its. 

As  mentioned  last  year,  this  disease  is  “ notifiable”  in  the  Dis- 
trict. When  1 recommended  that  it  should  be  scheduled  as  such, 
I pointed  out  (Annual  Report  1910,  p.  15)  that  the  number  of  these 
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cases  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes  in  new-born  infants  up  to  io  days 
old  are  admittedly  few,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  no  case  was 
reported  last  year.  Some  reference  is  made  to  this  under  “general 
observations.  ” 


Measles . 

This  disease  is  not  notifiable.  On  reference  to  the  paragraph  on 
“schools”  it  will  be  seen  that  6 schools  had  to  be  closed  in  con- 
sequence of  outbreaks  of  the  disease. 


Whooping  Cough. 

Neither  is  this  disease  “ notifiable.”  It  caused  a death  at 
Sedgeberrow  on  September  4th.  The  Bretforton  schools  were 
closed  on  February  27th  in  consequence  of  an  outbreak. 


Schools. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  during  the  year,  for  public 
health  reasons. 


Name  of  School. 

Closed. 

On  account  of 

Offer) ham  Council 

7th  February 

24  days 

Measles. 

Offenham  C.E. 
Bretforton  Council 

13th  February 

15  days 

Measles. 

Infants’  Dept. 
Broadway  C.E. 
Infants’  Dept. 

27th  February 

5 days 

Whooping  Cough 
and  Bad  Colds 

25th  May 

7 da  vs 

Mumps 

Broadway  C E. 

Gt.  Hampton  Par. 
Infants’  Dept. 

1 1 th  September 

inclusive. 

2 days 

%> 

Disinfection  after 
Scarlet  Fever 

25th  September 

15  days 

Measles 

Ditto 

16th  October 

extended 

5 days 

closure. 

Measles 

Church  Lench  C.E. 
Badsev  Council 

2nd  November 

22  davs 

Measles 

Infants’  Dep". 

6th  November 

20  days 

Measles 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Table  VIII.  shows  the  number  of  deaths  and  death  rates  due 
to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  past  10  years. 
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TABLE  VIII. 


Average 

Rates 

1902-11 

1911 

1910 

1909 

1908 

1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

No.  of  Deaths  in 
District 

7 

4 

4 a 

5 

7 

4 

15 

6 

2 

6 

6 

District  Death  Rate 
per  10,000  of 
population 

7.4 

4.3 

5.0 

6*3 

8-8 

5*1 

19*1 

79 

26 

7-9 

7-9 

County  Death  Rate 
per  10,000  of 
population  . . 

7-8 

Not 

known 

7*5 

7*9 

8-1 

7-8 

7-8 

8*0 

7-7 

7*5 

8-4 

a.  There  was  also  another  death  in  a pauper  chargeable  to  the  Borough. 


The  average  district  annual  death  rate  for  10  years  is  7^4  per 
10,000  of  the  population. 

Four  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  i.e.  2 under  the  Public 
Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1908,  who  were  inmates  of  the 
workhouse,  and  2 voluntarily. 

Disinfection  of  the  houses  where  3 of  the  deaths  occurred  was 
carried  out  bv  your  Inspector,  the  fourth  death  occurred  at  the 
workhouse.  The  subject  is  dealt  with  under  “ general  observations.” 


Isolation  Hospital. 

Twenty-nine  patients  from  the  district  were  admitted  to  the  sana- 
torium during  the  year,  24  of  whom  had  scarlet  fever,  and  5 
diphtheria.  As  the  sanatorium  is  a joint  hospital  in  the  Borough 
of  Evesham,  I ask  you  to  refer  to  the  paragraph  on  “ Isolation 
Hospital  Accommodation"  given  in  the  report  on  that  district,  (p. 
21)  as  it  contains  important  recommendations  with  regard  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  institution. 


Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  infected  houses  in  your  district  has  been  carried 
out  by  means  of  the  “ Alformant  lamp”  and  “ sprayer.”  Infected 
clothing  is  disinfected  in  the  “ Recks”  disinfector  at  the  sanatorium. 


Sanitary  Work. 

Your  sanitary  inspector,  Mr.  Holloway  submits  a report  upon  the 
work  he  did  during  the  year;  and  as  the  report  is  comprehensive 
and  I know  it  is  accurate,  I shall  curtail  my  remarks  on  subjects 
he  deals  with  so  fully. 
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Housing  A ccommodation. 

By  direction  of  the  County  Council  I am  enquiring-  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909,  is 
being  administered  in  each  district  in  the  county. 

The  complete  forms  issued  by  Messrs.  Sanderson  & Clayton,  of 
Wakefield,  are,  on  my  advice,  being  utilised  in  your  district  for  com- 
piling the  “ Records”  required  by  sect.  17  of  the  Act;  and  these  fully 
comply  with  the  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 


The  following  statement  shews  that  much  work  was  done  during 
the  last  year  : 

Estimated  number  of  houses  within  limit  of  sect.  14  of  Housing 
and  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  in  December,  1911  (viz.  £16) 

No.  of  houses  built  in  191 1 


5? 


I9IO 

1909 
1908 
1907 

No.  of  houses  inspected  in  t 9 1 1 
No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  in  1911 
No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  Local  Authority  in  1911 
,,  „ that  became  operative 

No.  of  defects  remedied  without  Closing  Orders 
,,  ,,  after  ,,  ,, 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  in  1911 
No.  of  houses  demolished  in  1911 
No.  of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  s.  15  in  1911 

,,  ,,  ,,  complied  with  in  1911 

No.  of  Yards  paved  or  re-paved  in  1911 
No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  in  1911  ... 

No.  of  “ back-to-back”  houses  in  district  in  1911 
,,  ,,  dealt  with  ,, 

No.  of  “ obstructive  houses”  in  1911  (s.  38) 

,,  ,,  dealt  with  in  1911 

No.  of  cellar  dwellings  in  district 
No.  of  “records”  laid  before  Council  in  1911  (s. 

Does  the  Council  propose  to  build  any  cottages 


<7) 


1S35 

36 

27 
52 
30 

28 

83 

62 

22 

20 

29 
6 

6 

2 

7 

r 

7 

9 


83 

Yes  60 
at  Broadway 


Compilation  of  the  “ records”  of  the  detailed  work  under  this  Act 
is  entrusted  to  Mr.  Holloway  ; he  having  been  appointed  the  officer 
to  carry  it  out.  That  you  are  satisfied —as  I am — that  he  is  doing 
his  duty  well  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  you  increased  his  salary  by 
£50,  mainly  in  consequence  of  extra  work  imposed  upon  him  by 
the  Housing  Act,  1911. 


The  question  of  house  accommodation  in  the  district  is  dealt  with 
at  considerable  length  in  my  annual  report  for  last  year ; reference 
to  which  will  shew  that  labourers’  cottages  are  urgently  needed  in 
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the  parishes  of  Broadway  and  Norton.  It  affords  me  considerable 
pleasure  to  mention  that  you  have  decided  to  build  60  cottages  at 
Broadway,  and  that  the  Local  Government  Board  have  sanctioned 
a loan  of  ^10,071  10s.  to  enable  you  to  do  so  You  are  conse- 
quently the  first  Local  Authority  in  the  county  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  authorised  to  build  cottages  under  the  Act  The 
plans  were  prepared  by  Messrs.  Dicks  <Y  Waldron,  architects,  of 
Evesham,  who  estimated  that  each  cottage  will  cost  from  £138  to 
£146  to  build. 

Each  of  these  dwellings  will  consist  of  a living  room  (13ft.  6in. 
by  13ft.);  scullery  (12ft.  bv  7ft.  6in.)  containing  copper,  bath, 
and  sink;  larder,  store  cupboard,  a place  for  coal,  and  a w.c. 
on  the  ground  floor;  three  bedrooms,  the  respective  sizes  of  which 
will  be  1 6ft.  by  9ft.  9m.,  11ft.  bin.  by  8ft.  3m.,  and  8ft.  3m.  by  7 ft. 
6in.  Two  of  these  bedrooms  will  have  fireplaces. 

These  cottages  will  be  built  either  in  pairs  or  in  rows  of  four  or 
six,  and  the  rents  will  be  3/6  to  4/6  per  week,  which  it  is  estimated 
will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  expenses,  without  call  upon  the  rates. 

The  attention  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Due  d’Orleans’  agent  having  been 
called  to  the  want  of  cottages  at  Norton,  he  gave  an  undertaking 
to  build  several  during  the  coming  spring.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
however,  (February,  1912)  the  plans  of  these  have  not  been  laid 
before  you. 

The  overseers  or  assistant  overseers  of  the  parishes  in  the  district, 
with  the  exception  of  those  for  Broadway  and  Church  Honeybourne, 
have,  at  considerable  trouble  to  themselves,  courteously  given  me 
the  following  information,  viz.  : 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909,  (s.  14);  Houses  let 

at  rents  not  exceeding  j£\6. 


Parish. 

N amber. 

Number  void. 

Bretforton 

150 

- 

Church  Bench  . . 

91 

1 

Church  Honeybourne  . . 

iS- 

2 

Offenhara 

1 46 

— 

8.  Littleton 

96 

— 

Cleeve  Prior 

75 

— 

N.  and  M.  Littleton  . . 

79 

— 

Horton  . . 

79 

1 

Broadway 

a- 

1 

Harvington 

135 

— 

Sedgeberrow 

76 

2 (2  condemned) 

Hampton 

268 

9 (8  condemned) 

Totals 

1195* 

16 

* This  information  was  not  supplied  for  Broadway  and  Church  Honeybourne  parishes. 
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The  overseers’  returns  show  that  of  the  1195  houses  in  the  parishes 
named  rented  at  £ r6  or  under,  there  are  but  6 void  ones — for  the 
2 void  at  Sedgberrow  and  8 of  the  9 at  Hampton  are  “ condemned. ” 

This  indicates  that  practically  all  the  houses  at  low  rentals  are 
tenanted,  and  much  as  you  are  doing  at  Broadway,  and  H.R.H. 
the  Due  d’Orleans  at  Norton,  nevertheless  before  long  similar  work 
will  have  to  be  carried  out  in  other  parts  of  the  district. 

S.  14  of  this  Act  states  that  when  any  house  (or  part  of  house)  is 
let  at  a rent  not  exceeding  £lfi,  there  is  an  implied  condition  that 
the  house  is  at  the  commencement  of  the  holding  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  But  this  condition  is  not  im- 
plied when  it  is  let  for  a term  of  not  less  than  3 years,  upon  the 
terms  that  it  be  put  by  the  lessee  into  a condition  reasonably  fit 
for  habitation,  and  the  lease  is  not  determinable  before  the  expira- 
tion of  that  term.  By  s.  15,  contracts  to  which  s.  14  applies,  take 
effect  as  if  the  condition  included  an  undertaking  that  the  house 
shall  during  the  holding  be  kept  by  the  landlord,  in  all  respects , 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

If  it  appears  to  the  local  authority  that  the  undertaking  implied 
by  the  section  is  not  carried  out,  the  authority  shall  (if  a closing 
order  is  not  made)  by  written  notice  require  the  landlord  to  execute 
such  works  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  the  house,  in  all  respects, 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  If  the  notice  is  not  complied 
with,  the  local  authority  may  do  the  work  and  recover  the  expenses 
from  the  landlord. 

A landlord’s  responsibilities  do  not  end  here,  for  by  s.  63  of  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  1911,  where  it  is  alleged  by  the  “Insurance 
Commissioners,  or  by  any  Approved  Society, or  “Insurance  Committee” 
that  there  has  been  excessive  sickness  that  is  due  to  bad  housing 
or  insanitary  conditions,  the  complainants  may  send  to  the  landlord 
or  authority  alleged  to  be  in  default,  a claim  for  any  extra  ex- 
penditure incurred. 

If  an  agreement  as  to  the  claim  is  not  come  to,  application  may 
he  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  or  Local  Government  Board  to 
appoint  a competent  person  to  hold  an  Inquiry ; and  if  it  is  proved 
that  such  excessive  sickness  is  due  to  the  default  of  the  landlord 
or  authority,  the  person  holding  the  Inquiry  may  order  those  in 
default  to  make  good  the  “extra  expenditure,” — and  there  is  no 
right  of  appeal  against  his  decision. 

These  sections  impose  great  responsibilities  upon  landlords  and 
sanitary  authorities 

Water  Supplies. 

I can  corroborate  Mr.  Holloway’s  statement  that  the  water  supplies 
in  your  district  are  very  satisfactory  except  at  Offenham,  where 
much  of  the  well  water  has  recently  been  shewn  to  be  polluted.  A 
scheme  for  laying  on  water  to  this  village  is  under  your  consideration 
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and  is  necessarily  postponed  for  a time  as  the  negotiations  for 
acquiring  additional  sources  of  supply  for  the  district  are  not 
yet  finished.  Should  you  be  successful  in  obtaining  this  supply, 
doubtless  a loan  for  conveying  water  to  Ofi'euham  will  be  applied 
for  without  delay. 


Sewerage. 

BretJ orton. 

The  plans  for  sewering  this  village  have  been  advisedly  postponed 
for  the  time;  as  the  Local  Government  Board  would  not  consent 
to  a gravitation  scheme,  and  a pumping  scheme  is  so  costly  as  to 
be  impracticable. 

Sedgeberrow. 

Mr.  Holloway’s  reference  to  this  question  confirms  the  remarks 
I made  in  nry  last  Annual  Report  to  the  effect  that  “ a drainage 
scheme  for  this  village  will  i think  have  to  be  considered  before 
very  long.” 

Broadway. 

The  sewage  farm  I am  glad  to  say,  is  now  managed  much 
better  than  formerly,  and  the  sewage  seems  to  be  properly  irrigated 
over  the  land. 

Badsey. 

The  outfall  works  have  given  no  trouble  during  the  year. 


The  appointment  of  a whole-time  man  to  flush  the  sewers  and 
look  after  the  out-fall  works  in  the  district,  under  the  direction  of 
the  sanitary  inspector,  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

Pollutio?i  of  Rivers , Excrement  Disposal , Removal  and  Disposal  of 

Refuse , Byelaws. 

I have  nothing  to  add  to  the  remarks  I made  on  these  subjects 
in  my  last  Annual  Report. 

Slauglite?'-houses,  Factories , Workshops  and  Bakehouses , 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Mr.  Hollorvay’s  report  fully  deals  with  these  subjects,  and  as  I 
have  inspected  several  of  the  trades,  I can  confirm  what  he  says. 

Burial  Ground. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  informed  your  Clerk  (6th  Jan- 
uary, 1912),  “ that  they  intended  after  the  expiration  of  10  days 
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11  from  the  date  hereof  to  make  a representation  to  His  Majesty  in 
“ Council  that,  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health,  the  opening 
“ of  any  new  burial  ground  in  the  civil  parish  of  Church  Honey - 
“ bourne,  save  with  their  previous  approval,  should  be  prohibited  ; 
“ and  that  burials  should  be  discontinued  forthwith  and  entirely 
“ in  the  parish  of  Church  Saint  Egwin,  Honeybourne,  and  in  the 
“ churchyard.” 

I am  informed  that  the  Parish  Council  are  negotiating  for  more 
land  for  burial  purposes. 


I append  your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  for  the  year  1911, 
which,  as  I have  already  said,  is  a very  good  one. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 


Shirehall,  Worcester, 
February , 1912. 


County  Medical  Officer. 
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Mil  Chairman  and  Gentlemen. 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Eeport  for  1911. 

Housing. 

Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1909,  this  has  now 
become  a most  important  item  in  my  duties,  and  although  the  num- 
ber of  houses  dealt  with  does  not  appear  great,  it  has  entailed  much 
work,  the  houses  reported  being  the  worst  in  your  district.  But  for 
the  help  the  Council  have  afforded  me  this  Act  would  have  become 
almost  a “ dead  letter,”  as  the  notices  received  little  attention  until 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  owners. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  tabular  summary  that  83  houses  were  in- 
spected during  the  year,  62  represented  as  unfit  for  occupation,  and 
22  closing  orders  were  issued.  Twenty  houses  have  been  closed, 
and  as  only  36  have  been  erected,  this  is  a very  serious  matter. 

Generally  speaking  houses  are  only  erected  where  sewers  and  water 
mains  are  to  hand,  yet  one  or  two  villages  badly  require  cottages ; 
but  owing  to  these  facilities  not  being  to  hand  and  there  being 
certain  restrictions,  private  enterprise  is  not  forthcoming.  In  one 
village  particularly  is  this  noticeable,  viz  Sedgeberrow.  Since  the 
Housing,  etc.,  Act  1909,  came  into  force,  two  houses  have  been 
demolished  and  6 closed,  5 of  which  are  to  be  demolished.  Only 
5 houses  have  been  erected,  consequently  there  is  a dearth  of 
cottages,  and  the  Council  will  probably  have  to  seriously  consider 
the  advisability  of  exercising  thmr  powers  under  the  Housing  Acts 
for  the  erection  of  the  necessary  houses,  if  private  enterprise  is  not 
forthcoming. 

In  Broadway  60  cottages  are  fortunately  about  to  be  erected  by 
the  Council  ; housing  accommodation  is  bad  in  this  village  owing 
to,  among  other  reasons,  cottages  being  purchased,  demolished,  and 
residences  being  erected  upon  the  sites.  In  other  cases,  cottages 
are  enlarged  and  rentals  then  fixed  at  a higher  rate  than  the 
working  classes  can  afford  to  pay.  In  addition,  the  Council  have 
necessarily  enforced  their  powers  under  the  various  Acts,  resulting 
in  the  closing  of  houses.  This  must  continue,  as  at  least  20  cottages 
are  unfit  for  occupation  at  the  present  time,  but  it  is  necessary  to 
wait  until  there  is  somewhere  for  the  people  to  go  before  issuing 
closing  orders. 

At  Norton  and  Lenchwick  where  cottages  are  also  badly  needed, 
H.E.H.  Due  d’Orleans  has  instructed  his  agent  to  prepare  a scheme 
for  the  erection  of  10  cottages  this  spring. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage . 

There  have  not  been  any  new  sewers  laid  or  extensions  to  existing 
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ones  during  the  year.  In  Sedgeberrow  the  ditch  into  which  some 
sewage  runs  from  the  cottages  in  the  village  has  been  cleared,  but 
is  still  very  unsatisfactory.  The  restrictions  regarding  separate 
drains  and  dumbwells  for  each  cottage  have  greatly  hampered 
building  operations,  and  as  you  will  see  from  the  preceding 
paragraphs  upon  “ Housing,”  a serious  position  has  arisen. 

Throughout  the  district  59  drains  have  been  laid  or  relaid,  19 
trapped  and  ventilated,  24  stoppages  removed  and  61  drains  tested. 

The  number  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  is  36;  repaired,  ven- 
tilated, etc.,  1 3 ; new  privies  and  ashpits  4 ; the  number  converted 
to  w.c.’s  7,  to  pail  closets  4,  and  repaired  7. 

The  sewerage  works  and  farms  in  your  district  have  all  been 
satisfactorily  attended  to  during  the  year  and  the  men  employed 
for  this  work  and  the  flushing  of  sewers  have  done  their  work  well. 


Water  Supplies . 

The  water  supplies  in  your  district  are  very  satisfactory  as  you 
have  noticed  from  the  analyst’s  reports  thereon,  excepting  Offenham 
which  is  still  awaiting  a solution  of  the  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
provision  of  a water  supply  for  the  village ; meanwhile  the  condemned 
wells  are  being  used,  this  being  the  only  thing  they  can  do.  Building 
operations  will  at  once  commence  when  water  is  provided. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  from  the  various  mains  has  been 
37,  the  number  of  samples  sent  for  analysis  16,  and  water  certificates 
have  been  granted  for  each  house  erected. 


Slaughter-houses. 

The  7 slaughter-houses  are  now  in  a satisfactory  state;  in  only  2 
cases  has  attention  had  to  be  called  to  the  need  for  limewashing. 

The  meat  in  these  slaughter  houses  and  also  in  the  butchers’  shops 
in  the  district,  I have  always  found  to  be  of  excellent  quality.  Should 
any  suspicious  carcase  be  found  by  the  butchers,  they  have  promised 
to  inform  me  immediately. 

One  slaughter  house  was  opened  and  a license  applied  for,  but  as 
your  medical  officer  agreed  that  the  structure  and  the  surroundings 
were  unsatisfactory,  it  was  decided  not  to  grant  the  license,  and 
slaughtering  was  prohibited. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  1 09  workshops  are  in  a satisfactory  state.  Several  bake  houses 
have  been  reconstructed  and  the  necessary  limewashing  is  carried  out 
regularly,  6 nuisances  were  dealt  with  and  6 notices  served  for 
limewashing. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  regulations  have  been  enforced  throughout  the  year,  resulting 
in  the  reconstruction  of  3 cowsheds,  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
orders.  In  2 other  cases  where  notices  were  served,  the  tenants  could 
not  get  their  landlords  to  help  them  in  the  work,  and  consequently 
the  trade  was  given  up.  As  farms  are  being  very  gradually  taken 
for  market  gardening  throughout  the  district  the  fact  that  dairy 
farming  is  given  up  for  the  reason  named  is  to  be  regretted,  as  for 
the  size  of  the  district  there  are  very  few  dairy  farms.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  anomaly  of  the  tenant  being  responsible  under  the 
orders  for  structural  alterations  to  sheds  will  be  removed  by  the  Milk 
Bill  when  this  becomes  an  Act. 

There  are  33  cowsheds  registered,  20  dairies  and  2 purveyors,  and 
there  have  been  13  contraventions  dealt  with. 

I append  the  usual  summary  of  sanitary  work  completed. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


E.  HOLLOWAY,  Cert.  SX  Exam.  Brd.  (Lond.), 


Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Inspector’s  Tabular  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year 

ending  31st  December,  1911. 


Infectious  Disease. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notified  disease 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  or 
destroyed 

Compensation  paid  for  destruction 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported  (P  H.  Act  1875, 
Sec.  2G) 

1 1 1 £ d 

1 

Houses. 

No.  of  houses  erected 

3 b 

fee 

No.  of  houses  inspected 

83 

c 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 

(52 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Local  Authority. 

22 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  that  became  operative 

20 

CL,  Oi 

r— H 

No.  of  Defects  remedied  without  Closing  Orders 

29 

a - 

> 4^ 

No.  of  Defects  remedied  after  Closing  Orders 

6 

£ ° 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  ... 

6 

No.  of  houses  demolished  .. 

2 

bC  P 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  works  under  Section  15 

ry 

i 

© 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15 

S 

complied  with  . 

1 

o 

tc 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved 

7 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

9 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

No.  observed  (at  Mop) 

— 

Caravans,  etc. 

No.  dealt  with,  as  insanitary 

— 

% 

House-drains. 

No.  laid  or  relaid 

59 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired 

19 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with 

24 

No.  of  house-drains  tested 

61 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 

8 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected 

9 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified 

4 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

36 

No.  repaired  ventilated  and  supplied  with  water 

13 

Privies  and  Ashpits. 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 

4 

No.  of  pail  closets  and  privies  converted  to  W.C.’s 

7 

No.  converted  to  pail  closets 

4 

No.  repaired 

! 

Scavenging. 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed 

— 

No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed 

— 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  (ash  bins)  renewed 

— 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed 

— 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

No.  under  observation 

— 

No.  abated 

— 

Offensive  Trades,  (S. 

No.  under  observation 

— 

112  P.H.A.  1875,  S. 

No.  improperly  conducted 

— 

51  P.H.A. A. A.  1907) 

No.  newly  established,  with  consent  of  Council 

— 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wrells  sunk 

1 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  .. 

2 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted 

I 

No.  of  disused  wells  abolished 

1 

No  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during  year 

37 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient  water 

16 

supplies  dealt  with 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt,  for  which  water 

o 

certificates  were  given 

36 

Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  registered 

6 

No.  licensed 

1 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 

rr 

/ 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

Quarterly 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  reported 

1 

Are  Byelaws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out 

Yes 
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Factories  and 
Workshops. 

No.  under  inspection 

No.  certified  for  limewashing  by  Inspector  ... 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuisances  .. 
No.  employing  “ young  persons,”  etc.,  reported  to 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

No.  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected 

109 

6 

6 

Half-yearly 

56 

Shop  Hours  Act. 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with.  (Act  just 
adopted  and  inspector  appointed) 

Purveyors  of  Milk. 

No.  of  ... 

2 

Dairies. 

No.  registered 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Byelaws 
dealt  with 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with 

Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  District 

20 

13 

Half-yearly 

320 

Cowsheds. 

No.  registered 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

33 

Half- yearly 

Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  boats  on  register 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year 

No.  of  certificates  renewed 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  otherwise) 
No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations  dealt 
with 

— 

Lodging  Houses. 

No.  on  Register  ... 

No.  l’egularly  inspected 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected. 

— 

Food. 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption 

Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  con- 
sumption ...  ...  ...  ,, . . 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  ... 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine 

No.  of  samples  adulterated 

— 

Animals  kept  so  as  to 
be  a Nuisance. 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  ... 

6 

No.  of  removals  ... 

7 

Accumulation  of 
Offensive  Refuse. 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  insanitary 
conditions 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  unsound 
food 

— 

Legal  Proceedings. 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  ... 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  outstanding 

46 

93 

68 

25 

(Signed)  E.  HOLLOWAY, 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


15th.  February,  1912. 
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To  the  Feckenham  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1911. 

Copies  will,  as  required,  be  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  County  Council. 


Statistical  data. 

I submit  the  following  Tables  (I,  II,  III,  IV,  and  V,)  issued  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  (see  page  2). 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1911  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1911. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

rC> 

<D 

> 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  Ages — Years, 

§ $ 
to  Ph 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to 

15. 

15  to 
25. 

25  to 
45. 

45  to 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

CO  ° 

1 o 

-P 

O 

Eh 

Small-pox  . . 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

29 

2 

21 

3 

3 

20 

Erysipelas  . . 

6 

1 

2 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

23 

1 

19 

2 

1 

21 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

Plague 

Under  Tuber- 
/ culosis  Regu- 
V lations,  1908 

Phthisis  ' Under  Tuber- 
I culosis  Regu- 
f lations,  1911 

Others 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

63 

3 

40 

7 

8 

4 

41 

5» 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1911. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages 

of  “ Residents” 

'l'otal  Deaths 

whether  of 

“ Residents” 

whether 

occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All 

Undei 
I yeat 

1 and 

2 anci 

5 anc 

15and 

25and 

45and|65anc 

or  “ Non- 

undei 

undei 

• under 

under 

under 

under 

• up- 

Institutions 

ages. 

2 

5 

15 

25 

45 

(15 

wards 

in  the 

years. 

years 

years. 

years 

years 

years 

District. 

All  j Certified  . . 
Causes  ( Uncertified 

] 80 

10 

5 

5 

3 

8 

19 

30 

67 

1 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 
| Small  Pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

l 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza  . . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 
Tuberculous  M eningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  Di- 

6 

3 

2 

1 

4 

seases  

2 

1 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 

7 

4 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

9 

2 

1 

1 

5 

9 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  (allother  forms) 

Other  Diseases  of  Pes- 

2 

2 

1 

piratory  organs 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

3 

2 

1 

3 

A ppendicitis  & Typhlitis 
Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

1 

1 

1 

Disease  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and 

diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 

Congenital  debility  and 
M alformation,  includ- 
ing Premature  Birth 
Violent  Deaths,  exclud- 

4 

4 

4 

ing  Suicide  . . 
Suicides  

1 

1 

1 

Senile  Decay 

10 

10 

10 

Heart 

6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases-,  ill-defined  or 

20 

1 

2 

2 

7 

8 

17 

unknown 

81 

10 

5 

5 

3 

8 

20 

30  J 

68 
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TABLE  IV. 

Infant  Mortality.  1911. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1 week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

1 month. 

1-3  months. 

3-6  months. 

• 

6-9  months. 

9-12  months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

All  J Certified  . . 

Causes  j Uncertified 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

10 

Small-pox 
/ Chicken-pox 

' Measles  

\ Scarlet  fever 
f Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Whooping-cough 

1 

1 

\ Diarrhoea 

if  Enteritis 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculous  Mening- 

( it  is  

1 Abdominal  Tubercu- 

j losis  

f Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases 

Congenital  Malforma- 

^ tions  

Premature  birth 
j Atrophy,  Debility  and 

1 

1 

1 

Marasmus 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Atelectasis 

Injury  at  birth 
Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets  

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 
culous)   

Convulsions 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

1 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  causes 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

10 

6o 
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Table  I.  shows  that  ioi  births  were  registered  in  the  district  in  1911. 
No  births  occurred  outside  which  belonged  to  the  district,  so  that  the 
birth  rate  was  18-5  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  an 
average  rate  for  the  years  1906-1910  of  2 2-6.  Ihe  19 11  birth  rate 
therefore  was  the  lowest  on  record,  and  4*1  below  the  average  of  the 
past  five  years. 

The  corresponding  birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales  amounted  to 
24-4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  a rate  which  is  07  below  the  rate 
of  1910. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  in  191  t was 
68,  but  as  13  deaths  of  residents  occurred  outside  the  district  the  net 
death  rate  was  14*8.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  146 
per  1,000,  which  was  1.1  above  the  rate  for  1910. 

The  infantile  mortality  (see  Table  1)  only  amounted  to  99  ; and  it 
is  pleasing  to  note  ("Table  IV.)  that  in  spite  of  the  excessive 
temperature  and  drought  during  August  and  September,  only  2 
deaths  were  caused  by  enteritis  and  none  by  diarrhoea. 

The  corresponding  infantile  mortality  of  England  and  Wales  was  130. 

“ Notifiable ” Diseases. 

In  my  “ general  observations”  which  form  the  preface  to  this 
report,  allusion  is  made  to  these  diseases  (p.  3). 

Table  V.  compares  the  local  zymotic  death  rates  for  19  n with 
the  corresponding  ones  of  England  and  Wales. 


TABLE  V. 

Annual  Rates  per  1,000  living. 


Birtli  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Enteric. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough, 

Diphtheria. 

Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis. 

Deaths  under 

1 year  per 
1,000  Births. 

Crude. 

Corrected. 

Feckenham 
Rural  District 

18*5 

12*4 

14-8 

o-o 

o-o 

o-o 

0-3 

0-15 

0*3 

0-5 

99 

England  and 
Wales 

244 

14-6 

14-6 

0-07 

o-oo 

0*36 

0*05 

0*21 

0*13 

1-06 

ISO 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Table  VI.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  this  disease. 
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TABLE  VI. 


Locality. 

No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Date  of  fatal  cases. 

A st wood  Bank  . . 

Oct.  (1), 

Dec.  ( 1 ), 

2 

Crabbs  Cross 

Sept.  (2), 

Nov.  (2), 

4 

Cookhill  . . 

Oct.  ( 1 ), 

Dec.  (3), 

4 

Hunt  End 

July  (2), 

Sept.  (1), 

Oct.  ( 1 ), 

\ 5 

liec.  ( 1 

), 

i J 

O 

Inkberrow 

July  (1), 

Dec.  (1), 

2 

2 

Now  End 

Dec.  (1), 

1 

Oldboro’  Green  . . 

Sept.  (1), 

Dec.  (1 ), 

2 

Rid  gw  ay 

May  (l), 

1 

Webheath 

Oct.  (1 ), 

Nov.  (1). 

2 

May  (1), 
Oct.  (4), 

July  (3),  Sept.  (4), 
Nov.  (3),  Dec.  (8), 

23 

13th  Oct.,  1911 

1 Oth  Dec.,  1911 

Transfers  from  Redditch 
and  Birmingham 
respectively. 

Twenty-three  cases  (2  deaths)  of  scarlatina  were  reported  in  1911, 
as  compared  with  20  cases  (no  death)  in  the  previous  year. 

Table  VI.  shows  that  the  disease  was  scattered  through  the 
district,  appeared  in  six  months  of  the  year,  and  that  the  largest 
number  of  cases  notified  in  any  month  was  8.  Nineteen  of  the  23 
cases  (Table  II.)  took  place  in  children  between  5 and  15  years  of 
age,  i.e.,  in  children  of  school-going  age. 

Twenty-one  of  them  were  removed  to  the  joint  hospital  (Alcester 
sanatorium)  which  is  in  Warwickshire. 

Diphtheria . 

Table  VII.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  the  disease. 


TABLE  VII. 


Locality. 

No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cases. 

Astwood  Bank 

Nov.  ( 1 ) 

1 

Berrow  Hill 

Oct.  (1) 

1 

Crabbs  Cross 

Nov.  (2) 

2 

November  21st 

Feckenham  . . 

Sept.  (9),  Oct.  (7),  Nov.  (4), 
Dec.  (2) 

| 22 

December  6th 

HeadlessCross 

Oct.  (1) 

1 

Hunt  End  . . 

Dec.  (1) 

1 

Inkberrow  . . 

July  (1) 

1 

July  (1),  Sept.  (9),  Oct.  (9), 

29 

November  2 1st 

Nov.  (7),  Dec.  (3) 

December  6th 
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This  shows  that  22  of  the  29  cases  reported,  occurred  in  or  around 
the  village  of  Feckenham. 

The  first  case  of  this  outbreak  was  notified  on  September  6th,  and 
during  that  month  8 others  occurred,  all  of  them  being  children  at 
the  Feckenham  schools.  A report  on  these  cases  was  made  to  me  by 
one  of  my  medical  assistants  on  September  utb,  and  n “swabs” 
from  the  throats  of  the  school  children  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist.  It  was  so  evident  that  the  disease  was  spread  by 
personal  infection  at  these  schools,  that  I closed  them  (in  my  capacity 
of  School  Medical  Officer)  on  September  12th,  and  kept  them 
closed  until  October  1 6th.  On  September  28th  the  children  were 
assembled  at  the  schools  for  a short  time  in  order  that  they  might 
have  their  throats  examined  ; 14  “swabs”  were  then  forwarded  to  the 
County  Bacteriologist,  who  reported  that  2 of  them  manifested 
typical  diphtheria  bacilli,  and  2 others  had  “pseudo  (false)  bacilli.” 
Under  these  circumstances  I extended  the  closure  of  the  school  until 
October  26th,  as  it  was  evident  that  if  the  children  congregated  in  the 
schools  the  disease  would  probably  spread. 

Most  of  the  cases  were  mild,  but  even  so,  highly  infectious.  The 
parents  of  2 children  were  associated  with  milk  businesses,  con- 
sequently special  precautions  had  to  be  taken  ; but  I am  satisfied 
that  milk  did  not  act  as  a channel  of  infection  in  any  instance. 
During  October,  November  and  December,  13  other  cases  occurred 
in  the  locality  of  Feckenham,  (and  7 of  them  in  the  month  of 
October),  but  they  were  merely  a continuance  of  the  September 
quarter  outbreak. 

As  these  cases  were  all  associated  with  the  schools,  in  spite  of 
efforts  to  detect  infectious  children  by  repeated  throat  swabbing,  it 
was  necessary  to  close  them  on  November  1 8th  for  13  days  and 
again  on  December  8th  for  io  days.  Only  1 other  case  has  occurred 
in  Feckenham  district  since  then  and  that  was  a “return  case” 
from  the  hospital.  It  is  hoped  therefore  that  this  troublesome 
outbreak  has  been  suppressed. 

Only  20  of  the  29  persons  attacked  with  diphtheria  were  removed 
to  the  sanatorium,  as  it  was  at  one  time  too  full  to  receive  the 
whole  of  them. 

The  other  sporadic  outbreaks  referred  to  in  Table  VII.  need 
no  comment. 


Typhoid  Fever. 

The  district  was  quite  free  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Table  VIII.  shows  the  deaths  registered,  and  death  rates  in  vour 
district  during  1911,  and  compares  them  with  corresponding  ones 
of  the  County. 
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TABLE  VIII. 


I 

1911  i 1910 

1 

1909  1908 

1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

No.  of  Deaths  . . 

6 

5 

8 

8 

4 

4 

5 

10 

4 

6 

Death  Rate  * . . 

10.9 

9.2 

14*6 

14*5 

7*2 

7-2 

9-0 

18*0 

7*2 

10*8 

County  Death 

‘ Rate*  . . 

Not 

known 

7#5 

7*9 

8*1 

7*8 

7-8 

8*0 

7*7 

7*5 

8*4 

Total  deaths  60.  Average  district  annual  death  rate  for  10  years, 
io'8  per  10,000.  Average  County  annual  death  rate  per  10,000 
for  9 years,  7-8. 

# Per  10,000  of  the  population. 

This  is  referred  to  somewhat  at  length  under  “general  observations, 
(P-  5). 

Five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz.,  1 under  the  1911 
Hospital  Regulations  and  4 voluntarily. 

The  whole  of  the  latter  patients  were  visited  once  a quarter 
and  advised  as  to  precautionary  measures. 


Whooping  Cough. 

Whooping  cough  was  prevalent  at  Abbots  Morton  and  Crabbs 
Cross  and  caused  1 death  at  Crabbs  Cross  on  November  25th. 


Inflammation  of  the  Eyes  in  Infants.  ( Ophthalmia  Neonatorum). 

No  case  of  this  disease  was  reported,  although  it  is  a “notifiable” 
complaint. 

Cases  of  this  disease  are  admittedly  few  in  your  district,  as 
I stated,  when  reccommending  you  to  “schedule”  it.  As  it  accounts 
for  one-tenth  of  all  cases  of  blindness  and  for  at  least  one-third 
of  the  blindness  in  the  inmates  of  blind  schools,  the  importance  of 
making  it  “ notifiable’"'  is  of  great  importance,  when  lying  women 
are  attended  by  midwives. 

School  Closures. 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  for  public 
health  reasons. 


64 


FECKENHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Name, 

Closed. 

Disease. 

Abbots  Moiton  C.E. 

27  Feb. 

25  days 

Whooping  Cough 

Ast.wood  Bank  Council  (Inf. 
Dept.) 

31  July 

5 days 

Chickenpox 

Feckenham  C.E. 

12  Sept. 

24  days 

Diphtheritic  Sore  Throats 

Crabbs  Cross  C.  (Inf.  Dept.) 

21  Oct. 

44  da vs 

Measles  & Whooping  Cough 

Feckenham  C.  E. 

8 Nov. 

13  days 

Diphtheria 

Crabbs  Cross  C.  (Boys  and 
Girls) 

1 Dec. 

15  days 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough 
and  Diphtheria 

Feckenham  C.E. 

8 Dec. 

1 0 days 

Diphtheria 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Forty-one  patients  from  your  district  were  sent  to  the  “ Hertford 
sanatorium”  at  Alcester  during  the  year  (Table  II.),  viz.,  21  of 
scarlatina  and  20  of  diphtheria. 

As  this  joint  hospital  is  in  Warwickshire,  I have  no  official 
connection  with  it : but  I know  that  at  one  time  last  year  it  was 
so  full  that  patients  in  your  district,  who  should  have  been  sent 
there,  had  to  remain  at  home.  I am  glad  therefore  to  hear  that 
the  question  of  enlarging  the  institution  is  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  joint  committee,  and  I trust,  bearing  in  mind  our 
recent  experience,  your  representatives  will  push  the  matter  on. 

I hope,  too,  that  the  want  of  a “steam  disinfector”  will  again 
be  considered,  and  that  such  an  apparatus  will  be  provided,  for 
efficient  disinfection  of  the  infected  bedding,  & c.,  in  your  district, 
is  quite  impracticable. 

Sanitary  Work. 

Your  late  sanitary  inspector  (Mr.  Dolphin)  having  been  appointed 
by  another  District  Council  in  the  same  capacity,  Mr.  Connor 
succeeded  him  in  April,  1911.  Mr.  Connor  has  (see  his  annual 
report  annexed)  excellent  qualifications;  but  as  he  has  only  been 
working  in  your  district  for  9 months  I should  say  that  he  possesses 
a thorough  knowledge  of  his  duties,  and  is  doing  his  work  well  and 
tactfully. 

His  annual  report  speaks  for  itself,  and  I am  glad  to  say 
received  your  commendation  when  he  presented  it.  As  I can, 
from  long  personal  knowledge  and  inspection  of  your  district, 
confirm  what  he  says,  it  would  be  tautology  for  me  to  traverse 
much  of  the  ground  he  does. 

A few  matters  however  call  for  comment  on  my  part. 

Housing. 

By  direction  of  the  County  Council  I am  inquiring  how  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  is  being  administered  in  each  sanitary 
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district  in  the  county.  The  complete  comprehensive  forms  issued  by 
Messrs.  Sanderson  and  Clayton,  Wakefield,  are  on  my  advice  being 
utilized  for  presenting  the  requisite  “records”  of  work  done  under 
s.  1 7 of  the  Act,  and  fully  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  “order” 
of  the  Local  Government  Board;  154  of  these  “records”  were  laid 
before  you  by  your  late  and  present  sanitary  inspectors  jointly  during 
the  year,  and  Mr.  Connor’s  annual  report  shows  that  good  results 
have  ensued. 


During  the  past  5 years  only  to  houses  have  been  erected — an 
average  of  2 each  year — and  you  will  notice  that  Mr.  Connor  says  : 
“ As  the  inspection  of  the  district  proceeds  it  will  be  found  necessary 
“ to  issue  further  closing  orders,  as  no  doubt  some  of  the  property  will 
“ be  found  to  be  too  old  to  repair.  This  is  to  be  regretted  some- 
“ what  as  already  the  housing  accommodation  of  the  district  (referring 
“ to  the  working  classes)  is  fully  taxed.  No  buildings  of  the  cottage 
“ type  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and  the  difficulty  of  housing 
“ the  people  as  the  closing  orders  become  operative  presents  a serious 
“ obstacle  in  the  administration  of  the  Act.” 


You  may  recollect  that  your  late  sanitary  inspector  in  his  annual 
report  for  1910  stated  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  void  houses  (at 
least  suitable  for  the  working  class)  in  the  district. 

1 have  ascertained  that  at  the  present  time  only  29  of  the  1210 
houses  in  the  district  which  came  within  the  limit  of  £14  of  the  Hous- 
ing, Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909,  (£16),  are  vacant,  viz. — 

2 in  Abbots  Morton  parish;  12  in  Feckenham  parish;  15  in 
Inkberrow  parish. 

The  following  statement  gives  some  idea  of  what  has  been  done 
in  the  district  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning 
Act,  viz.  : — 
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No.  of  houses  built  in  1911 

1910 
1909 
1908 
1907 

No.  of  houses  inspected  in  1911 
No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  in  1911 
No  of  closing  orders  made  by  local  authority  in  1911 
No.  of  closing  orders  that  became  operative  in  1911 
No  of  defects  remedied  without  closing  orders  in  1911 
No.  of  defects  remedied  after  closing  orders  in  1911.. 

No.  of  closing  orders  determined  in  1911  . , 

No.  of  bouses  demolished  in  191 1 

No.  of  orders  to  execute  works  under  section  15  in  1911 
No.  of  orders  to  execute  works  under  sec.  15  complied  with  in  191 
No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved  in  1911 
No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  in  1911 


1 


2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

154 

4 
4 
4 
8 
l 
0 
0 

137 

123 

11 

4 
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Drainage. 

I quoted  in  my  last  annual  report  a letter,  dated  29th  December, 
1910,  you  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board  in  which 
the  following  paragraph  occurs. 

“ They  (the  Board")  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  report 
“ of  their  inspector,  Mr.  Fawcett,  after  his  recent  visit  to  Crabbs 
“Cross  and  Hunt  End.  It  appears  to  the  Board  that  these  places 
“should  be  properly  sewered,  and  they  are  advised  that  this  could 
“ be  done  by  means  of  a joint  sewerage  scheme  by  the  Feckenham 
“ and  Alcester  Rural  District  Councils.” 


Another  of  the  Board’s  Engineering  Inspectors  (Mr  Brightmore), 
visited  the  locality  on  October  4th  last,  but  I did  not  hear  that  he 
had  done  so  until  some  time  afterwards.  The  present  position  is 
shewn  by  the  following  letter  received  : — 

Copy. 

No.  315  K. 

1912. 

Local  Government  Board, 
Whitehall,  S.W. 

24th  J anuary,  1912. 
Sir, 

I am  directed  bv  the  Local  Government  Board  to  advert  to  vour 

j ^ 

letter  of  the  5th  ultimo,  with  reference  to  the  drainage  of  Crabbs 
Cross  and  Hunt  End,  and  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Rural 
District  Council  of  Feckenham  that  the  Rural  District  Council  of 
Alcester  have  declined  to  take  part  in  a conference  until  they  have 
considered  the  report  of  their  engineer  who  has  been  instructed  to 
report  on  the  matter.  The  Board  therefore  propose  to  defer 
arranging  the  visit  of  their  inspector  for  the  present.  They  are  in 
further  communication  with  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Alcester. 


I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

{Signed)  NOEL  T.  KERSHAW, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


E.  DYER,  Esq., 

Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Feckenham. 


Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  Astwood  Bank  and  Feckenham  Sewage  outfall  (irrigation) 
works,  have  been  kept  in  a fairly  good  condition. 
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Water  Supply. 

Mr.  Connor  does  not  mention  the  wells  at  Feckenham  in  his  annual 
report  (except  in  the  statistical  table)  of  which  I reported  in  1910 
^p  78).  “ A well  at  Feckenham  having  recently  been  found  to  be 

“ polluted  without  special  cause,  it  seems  to  me  that  others  may  also 
“ be.  I therefore  suggest  that  you  order  a number  of  analyses  to  be 
“ made  in  order  to  decide  the  question.” 

During  the  year  9 samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis,  and 
the  County  Analyst  reported  that  all  were  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 
All  the  Feckenham  wells  have  been  cleansed,  but  no  further  analyses 
have  been  made.  I consequently  suggest  that  this  be  done,  in  order 
to  see  what  effect  (if  any)  the  cleansing  has  had.  The  owner  of  the 
Astwood  Bank  well  laid  on  water  from  the  mains  as  soon  as  he  learnt 
that  his  well  was  polluted. 

The  Inkberrow  well  was  cleansed  but  no  further  analysis  was 
made. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

I said  in  my  last  annual  report  (p  79)  “ I am  quite  satisfied 

“ that  the  cows  generally  and  cowsheds  are  not  as  well  kept  as  they 

“ ought  to  be and  suggest that  you  frame  suitable  regulations 

“ as  is  now  usually  done.”  The  Model  Code  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Orders  are  now  in  force  in  most  of  the  sanitary  districts  in  the 
county,  and  as  these  byelaws  can  readily  be  adapted  to  your 
district,  I again  recommend  you  to  take  up  this  matter. 

Mr.  Connor’s  report  shows  that  he  has  visited  the  cowsheds  many 
times,  (145  visits  to  25  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  trade)  and 
caused  some  improvement  to  be  made,  but  he  shows  that  their 
sanitary  condition  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be. 

Quite  recently  I inspected  a number  of  registered  cowsheds  on 
the  Redditch  side  of  Feckenham  parish,  and  found  them  in  a much 
worse  condition  than  I have  ever  seen  them — all  were  in  varying 
states  of  dirtiness,  and  some  were  absolutely  filthy — walls  and 
floors  (especially  the  latter)  plastered  with  dung,  the  cows’  flanks 
and  udders  coated  with  dirt  to  such  an  extent  that  when  milking 
is  being  carried  on,  the  filth  must  fall  into  the  milk. 

Such  a thing  as  grooming  of  cows’  flanks  and  udders — an  essential 
thing  to  keep  milk  free  from  dirt — is  evidently  never  done  and  is 
even  ridiculed  bv  some  persons.  In  most  of  the  sheds  the  cows 
were  lying  on  the  bare  floors,  and  too  often  in  their  own  dung. 
I realize  that  I am  writing  strongly  about  these  cowsheds,  but  I 
should  be  failing  in  my  duty  if  1 did  not  do  so. 

As  one  who  has  kept  milking  cows  for  many  years,  I should 
however  add  that,  as  straw,  hay,  and  all  kinds  of  “ cow  keep,”  were 
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unusually  costly  tills  winter,  that  may  be  some  excuse  for  the  dirty 
state  of  the  cowsheds  l visited..  The  almost  general  practice  of 
depositing  the  cow  dung  and  manure  just  outside  the  cowsheds  is 
much  to  he  deprecated,  and  tends  to  produce  in  summer,  swarms 
of  germ  carrying  flies  to  pollute  the  milk. 

Excrei?ient  Disposal.  Scavenging. 

Fourteen  privies  were  converted  to  w.c.’s,  arid  I trust  that  in 
those  districts  where  sewers  and  water  works  exist,  this  work  will 
he  continued,  as  midden  closets  anywhere  near  dwellings  are  to 
be  deprecated. 

As  s.  39  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  is  in 
force  in  the  district,  this  desirable  change  is  facilitated. 

Astwood  Bank,  Hunt  End,  and  Feckenham  are  scavenged  as  usual. 

Factories  and  Workshops , Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses . 

Mr,  Connor’s  report  shews  material  improvement,  and  regular 
inspection,  of  these  during  the  year. 

Inspection  of  Meat . 

Your  inspector  is  one  of  the  few  “ certified  meat  and  food  inspec- 
tors” in  the  county,  and  is  consequently  exceptionally  well  qualified 
to  carry  out  this  difficult  work. 

Butchers  and  food  purveyors  should  be  encouraged  to  voluntarily 
surrender  things  which  are  unfit  for  food,  as  the  butcher  and  hsli 
salesman,  referred  to  in  Mr.  Connor’s  report,  did. 

Knackers’  Yard . 

Mr.  Connor  speaks  wTell  of  the  knackers’  yard  you  “licensed” 
during  the  year,  and  has  every  reason  to  do  so,  as  1 know  from 
personal  observation  that  the  proprietor  is  wishful  to  trade  under 
the  best  conditions;  the  local  yard  is  a branch  of  a large  business 
carried  on  at  Oldbury,  and  when  I last  saw  the  Oldbury  premises 
I was  struck  with  their  cleanliness  and  freedom  from  nuisance, 

I append  Mr.  Connor’s  report,  as  well  as  his  statistical  table  of 
return  of  sanitary  wrork  carried  out  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.,  Camb.? 
Shirehall,  Worcester,  County  Medical  Officer. 

February , igi2. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen. 

1 have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  annual  report  on  the 
work  that  has  been  accomplished  in  the  Sanitary  Department  dur- 
ing the  year  1911. 

The  practical  part  of  my  work  is  done  outside  the  office,  although 
some  considerable  portion  of  my  time  is  absorbed  in  the  entering 
up  of  the  details  in  the  various  record  books,  sending  out  letters, 
notices,  compiling  reports,  and  other  clerical  duties;  759  letters 
relating  to  sanitary  matters  have  been  sent  out,  1 24  preliminary 
notices,  and  27  final  or  legal  notices  were  served.  The  owners  and 
agents  of  properties  have  in  the  past  year  carried  out  the  orders  of 
the  District  Council  with  little  delay  ; in  only  one  case  was  it  necessary 
to  threaten  legal  proceedings.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district  continues  to  improve,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  report  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Drainage . 

A good  deal  of  drainage  work  has  been  done.  Many  improve- 
ments were  carried  out  and  the  drainage  to  sixty-three  houses  was 
repaired  or  reconstructed.  The  defects  found  in  most  of  the  premises 
were  that  the  drains  were  not  properly  trapped  or  sufficiently  ven- 
tilated, or  had  an  uneven  fall.  In  some  the  joints  were  defective 
and  leaking,  allowing  the  sewage  to  percolate  into  the  surrounding 
earth.  The  premises  upon  which  the  principal  improvements  were 
effected  are  situate  at:  Abbots  Morton,  New  End,  Cookhill,  Ink- 
berrow,  Astwood  Hank,  Crabbs  Cross,  Hunt  End,  Feckenham,  and 
“ feillens”  Ham  Green. 

Bakehouses. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  twelve  bakehouses 
on  the  register  that  were  in  occupation  in  the  district,  one  of  which 
has  since  been  closed,  leaving  eleven  in  use.  Eighty -four  visits 
were  made  to  them  during  the  year.  In  nine  cases  it  \\  as  necessary 
to  order  limewashing,  and  on  two  occasions  notice  to  cleanse  the 
floor  was  given.  The  ceiling  of  one  of  the  bakehouses  had  to  be 
repaired  and  reboarded  to  prevent  the  plaster  from  falling  into  the 
kneading  troughs.  In  two  cases  additional  ventilation  was  provided, 
by  means  of  air-bricks;  also  a Sherringham  valve  in  the  wall. 
In  one  instance  I wTas  instructed  to  take  proceedings  for  the  abate- 
ment of  a nuisance,  caused  by  the  defective  and  dangerous  condition 
of  the  floor  of  storehouse  over  bakehouse.  After  informing  the 
owner,  he  immediately  had  the  floor  taken  up  and  a new  one  put 
down,  without  further  procedure.  On  the  whole  they  are  kept  in 
a cleanly  and  sanitary  condition,  the  owners  having  shewn  their 
willingness  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  sanitary  authority. 

Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  six  registered  and  one  licensed  slaughter  house  in  the 
district.  In  July  last  the  district  council’s  attention  was  drawn  to 
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the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  walls  and  floors,  the  result  was 
that  I was  instructed  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  to  the 
requirements  of  the  bye-laws  in  force  in  the  district,  and  request 
them  to  coat  the  walls  to  a height  of  seven  feet  from  the  floor, 
and  the  floor,  with  non -absorbent  material.  This  resulted  in 
all  the  doors  being  repaired  ; in  four  of  the  cases  they  were  taken 
up  and  relaid,  in  two  other  cases  the  doors  were  taken  up  and  6in. 
Portland  cement  concrete  put  in  and  grouted  with  neat  Portland 
cement  on  top.  The  walls  have  also  been  treated  so  as  to  render 
them  impervious  to  moisture.  The  work  in  six  of  the  slaughter 
houses  is  completed,  in  the  seventh  case  the  work  is  also  proceeding. 
Ventilation  in  all  cases  is  well  maintained,  a good  water  supply  is 
also  in  close  proximity  to  each  slaughter  house.  In  three  cases  it 
was  necessary  to  order  limewashing,  but  the  previous  dirty  condition 
of  some  of  the  buildings  will  now  be  obviated  by  the  easy  manner 
the  doors  and  walls  can  now  be  swilled  and  cleansed.  Generally 
speaking  there  is  a great  improvement  in  the  hygienic  conditions 
governing  the  slaughter  houses  in  the  district.  Eighty-four  visits 
have  been  made  during  the  year,  being  made  as  far  as  practicable 
at  the  time  of  slaughtering,  this  being  the  best  time  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  internal  organs  and  carcases. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Food. 

During  the  year  one  carcass  of  beef,  together  with  the  internal 
organs,  in  all  weighing  about  670lbs.,  also  4 2lbs.  of  herrings, 
were  surrendered  voluntarily  as  being  undt  for  food,  and  destroyed, 
no  action  being  necessary  in  either  case.  I am  pleased  to  state 
that  I do  not  think  there  is  any  bad  meat  traffic  in  your  district. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

There  are  twenty-five  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  trade  on  the 
register ; during  the  year  nine  orders  were  given  for  limewashing. 
In  three  cowsheds  drains  were  found  to  exist  in  the  interior  of  the 
premises;  these  have  been  taken  out,  and  proper  gullies  and  drains 
constructed  outside  the  premises,  the  waste  matter  being  made  to 
discharge  in  open  air  over  a properly  trapped  gully.  In  two  cases 
it  was  necessary  to  have  the  floors  taken  up  and  reconstructed  so 
as  to  allow  of  the  effectual  removal  of  all  waste  matter.  In  one 
instance  further  lighting  was  required  and  provided,  and  in  three 
instances  further  ventilation  was  provided.  A roof  of  one  of  the 
cowsheds  and  an  external  wall  were  also  repaired.  The  sanitary 
conditions  governing  the  cowsheds,  as  a whole,  leave  very  much  to 
be  desired  ; much  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  past  year, 
and  I hope  that  in  the  next  annual  report  a much  better  condition 
of  things  will  have  been  evolved.  I find  often  that  the  cows  are 
left  to  lie  in  the  dung,  when  their  hindquarters  and  udders  become 
filthy.  I regret  to  say  the  grooming  of  milch  cows  is  the  exception 
and  not  the  rule  among  cowkeepers  in  the  district.  As  a great 
quantity  of  milk  is  produced  in  the  district,  it  is  most  essential 
that  the  conditions  under  which  production  is  obtained  should  be 
above  suspicion.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  regulations  are  in 
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force  in  the  district,  when  the  arriving  at  and  the  obtaining  of 
more  hygienic  and  cleanly  conditions  would  be  greatly  facilitated. 
I would  earnestly  draw  the  District  Council’s  attention  to  this  matter 
which  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  a large  milk  producing  dis- 
trict like  this.  It  is  almost  needless  to  say,  being  such  a well-known 
fact,  that  milk  is  a carrier  of  most  diseases,  therefore  the  utmost 
care  should  be  exercised  in  the  producing,  storing  and  delivery 
of  same. 


Knackers'  Yards. 

One  knacker’s  yard  and  slaughtering  depot  has  been  licensed 
during  the  year.  The  building  is  a new  one,  specially  constructed 
and  well  adapted  for  the  business  of  horse  slaughtering.  It  is 
suitably  situated  at  “ Pope’s  Field,”  Feckenliam,  at  least  200  yards 
away  from  any  dwelling  house  or  other  building.  The  business 
appears  to  be  well  conducted  and  no  nuisance  has  been  detected. 
The  removal  and  destruction  of  offal  and  organs  is  conducted  in  a 
most  cleanly  manner,  so  far  as  is  practicable  with  the  class  of  business. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. 

There  are  six  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district.  All  have 
received  periodical  visits  of  inspection  during  the  year,  and  all  were 
found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Factories  and  W orkshops. 

There  are  sixty-three  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district ; ten 
factories  and  fifty-three  workshops.  Nine  were  certified  for  lime- 
washing  ; three  nuisances  were  dealt  with  under  “The  Public  Health 
Acts,”  and  in  one  instance  the  floor  had  to  be  reconstructed.  One 
notice  was  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  with  reference 
to  insufficient  escape  in  case  of  fire.  This  was  immediately  dealt 
with  and  put  in  order. 

Scavenging. 

Astwood  Bank,  Hunt  End,  and  Feckenham,  are  scavenged  as 
usual,  651  loads  of  ashes,  refuse  and  excrement  matter  being 
removed. 


Water  Supply. 

Nine  houses  in  the  Feckenham  parish  have  been  connected  with 
the  water-works  mains  and  now  derive  their  supply  from  same, 
also  one  connection  for  business  purposes  has  been  made;  274 
dwelling  houses,  1 1 factories,  and  1 place  of  worship,  are  now  supplied 
with  water  from  the  Council’s  mains.  During  the  year  the  question 
of  “ Cladswell  ” water  supply  was  brought  to  your  notice.  Severed 
houses  in  the  district  derive  their  water  supply  from  a spring,  the 
water  being  conveyed  to  a storage  cistern  and  thence  by  mains  to 


72 


FECKENHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


the  houses.  In  June  last  the  supply  gave  out  and  after  careful 
investigation  it  was  found  that  the  feed  pipe  to  cistern  had  been 
tampered  with.  This  resulted  in  the  whole  of  the  feed  pipe  from 
storage  to  cistern  being  taken  up,  new  piping  put  down  properly 
jointed,  the  collecting  basin  and  area  remodelled,  and  the  .storage 
cistern  cleansed  out,  new  pumps  being  provided,  also  a proper 
hinged  cover,  padlocked  and  ventilated.  Since  these  alterations  have 
been  carried  out  the  dwelling  houses  in  question  have  received  a 
sufficient  and  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water.  The  whole  of 
the  work  was  carried  out  under  your  inspector’s  supervision,  the 
costs  being  proportioned  among  the  several  owners  whose  premises 
derive  their  supply  from  the  above  source. 


Hunt  End  Sewage. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  Mr.  Brightmore,  engineering 
inspector  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  paid  a visit  to  Hunt  End 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  system  of  sewage  removal  and 
disposal  adopted  in  the  district.  He  asked  for  plans  of  the  district 
which  were  duly  prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Since  then  the  Board  have  communicated  with  you  on  this 
important  matter. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 

During  the  year  the  following  inspections  have  been  made : 


No.  of  houses  inspected  . . . . 154 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  . . 4 

No.  of  closing  orders  made  by  the  local  authority  4 

No.  of  ,,  that  became  operative  . . 4 

No.  of  defects  remedied  without  closing  orders  8 

No.  of  ,,  ,,  after  ,,  ,,  1 

No.  of  closing  orders  determined  . . — 

No.  of  orders  to  execute  works  under  section  15  137 

No.  of  ,,  ,,  ,,  complied  with  123 

No.  of  houses  demolished  . . . . — 


Four  houses  have  been  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation.  As 
the  inspection  of  the  district  proceeds  it  will  be  found  necessary 
to  issue  further  closing  orders,  as  no  doubt  some  of  the  property 
will  be  found  to  be  too  old  to  repair.  This  is  to  be  somewhat 
regretted  as  already  the  housing  accommodation  of  the  district 
(referring  to  the  working  classes)  is  fully  taxed.  No  buildings  of 
the  cottage  type  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and  the  difficulty 
of  housing  the  people  as  the  closing  orders  become  operative 
presents  a serious  obstacle  in  the  administration  of  the  Act. 
Generally  speaking  owners  have  shown  their  willingness  to  comply 
with  the  sanitary  authority’s  requirements  ; in  no  case  was  it  neces- 
sary to  institute  legal  proceedings.  The  question  of  accommodation 
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will  have  to  be  considered  in  the  immediate  future  by  the  district 
council ; who  will  no  doubt  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  provision  of  proper  housing  accommodation. 

I wish  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the 
assistance  received  from  you  and  the  county  medical  officer  of 
health  in  carrying  out  my  duties  during  the  past  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  CONNOR, 

Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector,  Member  of  the  “ Royal 
Sanitary  Institute,”  Member  of  the  “ Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Association,”  Certified  in  “Sanitary  Science”  as  applied  to 
Buildings  and  Public  Works,  Certified  “ Meat  and  Food 
Inspector,”  Certified  in  Hygiene  and  Public  Health  by 
Union  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Institutes. 
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Inspector’s  Tabular  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year 

ending  31st  December,  1911. 


Infectious  Disease. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notified  disease 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  or 
destroyed 

Compensation  paid  for  destruction  .. 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported  (P.H.  Act  1875, 
Sec.  26) 

62 

24 

Houses. 

No.  of  houses  erected 

2 

be 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ... 

154 

0 
• I-H 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 

4 

0 

No.  of  ( losing  Orders  made  by  the  Local  Authority... 

4 

d O 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  that  became  operative 

4 

0.0 

No.  of  Defects  remedied  without  Closing  Orders 

8 

rH 

No.  of  Defects  remedied  after  Closing  Orders 

1 

£ o 

r°<! 

Nro.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  ... 

— 

E-  „ 

No.  of  houses  demolished... 

— 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  works  under  Section  15 

137 

.§  ® 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15 

0 

complied  with  ... 

123 

W 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved 

11 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

4 

Moveable  Dwellings, 

No.  observed  (at  Mop) 

1 

Caravans,  etc. 

No.  dealt  with,  as  insanitary 

— 

House-drains. 

No.  laid  or  relaid 

38 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired 

24 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with 

19 

No.  of  house-drains  tested 

28 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 

52 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected 

8 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified 

7 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

6 

No.  repaired  ventilated  and  supplied  with  water 

18 

Privies  and  Ashpits. 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 

3 

No.  of  pail  closets  and  privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  ... 

6 

No.  converted  to  pail  closets 

14 

No.  repaired 

7 

Scavenging. 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed 

468 

No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed 

274 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  (ash  bins!  renewed 

358 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed 

651 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed 

Every  4 wks. 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

No.  under  observation 

2 

No.  abated 

— 

Offensive  Trades,  (S. 

No.  under  observation 

3 

112  P.H.A.  1875,  S. 

No.  improperly  conducted 

— 

51  P.H.A. A. A. 1907). 

No.  newly  established,  with  consent  of  Council 

1 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  sunk 

2 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired... 

8 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted 

2 

No.  of  disused  wells  abolished 

2 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during  year 

274 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient  water 

9 

supplies  dealt  with 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt,  for  which  water 

9 

certificates  were  given  ... 

2 

Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  registered 

6 

No.  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

1 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 

7 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

Weekly 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  reported 

3 

Are  Byelaws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out 

Yes 
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Factories  and 
Workshops. 

No.  under  inspection 

No.  certified  for  lime  washing  by  Inspector  ... 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  wfith  as  nuisances... 
No.  employing  “ young  persons,”  etc.,  reported  to 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

No.  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected 

63 

9 

4 

Quarterly 

51 

Shop  Hours  Aet. 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with.  (Act  just 
adopted  and  inspector  appointed) 

Purveyoi’s  of  Milk. 

No.  of  ... 

25 

Dairies. 

No.  registered 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Byelaws 
dealt  with 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with 

Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  District 

8 

4 

Monthly 

167 

Cowsheds. 

No.  registered 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

25 

Monthly 

Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  boats  on  register 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year 

No.  of  certificates  renewed 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  otherwise) 
No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations  dealt 
with  -.. 

till  1 

Lodging  Houses. 

No.  on  Register  ... 

No.  regularly  inspected 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected. 

— 

Food. 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption  ^ 

Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  con-  > 
sumption  ...  ...  ...  ...  ) 

670  lbs.  Beef 
42  lbs. 
Herrings 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  ... 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine 

No.  of  samples  adulterated 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Animals  kept  so  as  to 
be  a Nuisance. 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  ... 

3 

No.  of  removals  ... 

8 

Accumulation  of 
Offensive  Refuse. 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  insanitary 
conditions 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  unsound 
food  ... 

— 

Legal  Proceedings. 

No.  of  letters  sent  out 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  ... 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  outstanding 

759 

124 

27 

25 

2 

Clerical  Work. 

Spouting  has  been  fixed  to  17  houses. 

The  roofs  of  1 1 houses  have  been  repaired  ; also  horizontal  damp-proof 
courses  have  been  put  in  6 houses. 

An  Astwood  Bank  sewer  has  burst  on  two  occasions,  and  it  was  found 
necessary  on  one  occasion  to  replace  3 pipes.  Since  being  repaired  it  has 
run  very  satisfactorily. 

Signed,  G.  Hy.  Connor, 

February , 1912.  Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector. 
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To  the  Pershore  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1911. 

Copies  will,  as  required,  be  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  County  Council. 


Statistical  data . 

I submit  new  Tables  of  Statistics,  the  “forms’5  for  which  were 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  Reference  to  them  is  made 
under  “ General  Observations”  (page  2). 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1911  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  tlie  Year  1911. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

Tj 

<D 

> 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  A 

ges — Years. 

2~ 

2.5 

“ i^1 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to 
15. 

15  to 
25. 

25  to 
45. 

45  to 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

m O 

ce  w 

o ^ 

— o 

03 

-+o> 

O 

Eh 

Small-pox  . . 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  . . 

4 

Scarlet  fever 

30 

1 

4 

15 

5 

5 

29 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 

1 

1 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

Plague 

Under  Tuber- 
f eulosis  Regu- 
1 lations,  1908 

Phthisis  l Under  Tuber- 
j eulosis  Regu- 
f lations,  1911 

1 

1 

Others 

Totals  . . 

39 

! 

i 

5 

16 

8 

5 

29 

So 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1911. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents”  ^ 'whetheTo'23 

whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District.  a Residents” 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All 

1 and 

2 and 

| 5 and 

15aud 

25a  nd 

45and 

65and 

or  “ Non-. 

Rpsi  dents”  in 

hinder 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

Institutions 

ages. 

1 year 

2 

5 

15 

25 

45 

65 

wards 

in  the 

years. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

District. 

All  j Certified  . 

Causes  1 Uncertified 

181 

20 

6 

3 

4 

7 

21 

38 

82 

169 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Small  Pox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough.  . . 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

1 

Tuberculosis) 

10 

7 

2 

8 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  L)i- 

2 

1 

1 

2 

seases  

2 

1 

1 

2 

Pheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

10 

1 

6 

3 

9 

Bronchitis 

15 

1 

1 

1 

12 

14 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

7 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms) 
Other  Diseases  of  Ees- 

1 

1 

1 

piratory  organs 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

7 

6 

1 

7 

Appendicitis  & t yphlitis 
Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Nephritis  and  Bright's 

2 

2 

2 

Disease  . . 

7 

2 

5 

6 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and 

diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 

1. 

1 

1 

Congenital  debility  and 
Malformation,  includ- 
ing Premature  Birth 

11 

10 

1 

11 

Violent  Deaths,  exclud- 

ing  Suicide  , . 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Suicides  

1 

1 

1 

Senile  Decay 

31 

1 

31 

31 

Heart 

19 

2 

6 

10 

19 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or 

40 

2 

2 

3 

2 

10 

21 

36 

unknown 

181 

20 

6 

3 

4 

7 

21 

38 

82 

169 
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TABLE  IV. 

Infant  Mortality.  1911. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

CD 

<D 

£ 

r— 1 

0 

weeks. 

C Q 

CD 

£ 

W 

r* 

o> 

<U 

& 

CD  . 

O 

months. 

00 

rp 

<r* 

o 

g 

GO 

rP 

c 

os 

G 

B 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

CD 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

C r-i 

CO 

CO 

05 

Cd 

1 year. 

r* 

r— 1 

CQ 

CO 

H 

rH 

CO 

CO 

1 

05 

0 

All  i Certified  .. 

Causes  j Uncertified 

4 

2 

1 

7 

4 

4 

4 

1 

20 

Small-pox 
f Chicken-pox 

' Measles  

\ Scarlet  fever 

f Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Whooping-cough 

j Diarrhoea 

I Enteritis 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Tuberculous  Mening 

[ itis  

j Abdominal  Tubercu- 

\ losis  

( Other  Tuberculous 
v Diseases 

1 Congenital  Malforma- 

^ tions  

1 

1 

Premature  birth 
j Atrophy,  Debility  and 

2 

1 

3 

3 

V Marasmus 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Atelectasis 

Injury  at  birth 
Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets  

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 
culous)   

Convulsions 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

1 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

1 

Other  causes 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

7 

4 

4 

4 

1 

20 

8 2 
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Table  I.  shows  that  282  births  were  registered  in  the  district  in  1911. 
One  birth  occurred  inside  the  district  which  belonged  elsewhere  so 
that  the  281  births  give  a birth  rate  of  21*1  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  average  rate  for  the  years  1906-19 10  was  23*0.  Thei9ii 
birth  rate  therefore  was  i’9  below  the  average  of  the  past  five  years, 
and  continues  to  fall. 

The  corresponding  birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales  for  1911 
amounted  to  24-4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  a rate  which  is  0*7  per 
below  that  of  1910  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on 
record. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  in  1911  was 
169  but  as  there  were  12  deaths  of  residents,  which  occurred  outside, 
to  be  added,  the  death  rate  of  13-6  is  consequently  calculated  upon 
a net  total  of  181. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  last  year  was  14-6  per 
1,000,  which  is  1.1  above  the  rate  in  1910. 

% 

The  infantile  mortality  was  very  low  (70)  in  spite  of  the  excessive 
heat  and  drought  experienced  during  the  past  summer. 

Table  V.  shows  the  local  zymotic  death  rates  of  191 1 as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  ones  of  England  and  Wales. 

TABLE  V. 


Animal  Rates  per  1,000  living. 


Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Enteric. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping 

Congh. 

Diphtheria. 

Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis. 

Deaths  under 

1 year  per 
1,000  Births. 

Crude. 

Corrected. 

Pershore 
Kural  Districi 

2 1 T 

12-7 

13-6 

0*07 

0*0 

0*0 

0*07 

0*0 

0*07 

0*51 

70 

England  and 
Wales 

24T 

1 4 ”6 

14*6 

0'07 

0*00 

6*36 

0*05 

0*21 

0*13 

1*06 

130 

Scarlet  Fever. 


Table  VI.^  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  in  19 11. 
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TABLE  VI. 


Locality. 

No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Date  of  fatal  cases. 

Abberton 

Oet.  (4), 

4 

Charlton 

Sept  ( 1 ),  Oct.  (1 ), 

2 

Flyford  Flavel 

Apr  (1),  Sept.  (1),  Nov.  (2), 

4 

Iversoe 

Feb.  (1), 

l 

Little  Comberton 

Dec.  ( l ), 

1 

Newlands 

2 

(Pershore) 

Oct.  (2), 

Pershore 

Jan.  (1),  Mar.  (1),  Aug.  (1), 

Nov.  (2). 

j 5 

Peopleton 

May  ( 1 ),  Sept.  (1),  Oct.  (1), 
Dec.  (3), 

! 6 

24th  Dec.,  191 1 

Stoulton 

Feb.  (1), 

1 

St.  Peter’.s 

Dec.  (1), 

1 

(Blind  College) 

Upton  Snodsbury 

Apr.  (1), 

1 

VThittington 
Wolverton  Hall 

May  (1), 

1 

Stables 

Dec.  ( 1 ), 

1 

Jan.  (1),  Feb  (2),  Mar.  (l), 
Apr.  (2),  May  (2),  Aug.  (1), 

| 

30 

24th  Dec.,  1911 

Sept.  (3),  Oct.  (8),  Nov.  (4), 
Dec.  (6), 

Died  at  the  Sanatorium, 
St.  Andrtw. 

Thirty  cases  were  notified  in  1911,  as  compared  with  31  the 
previous  year.  There  was  evidence  that  the  outbreaks  at  Peopleton 
were  due  to  traceable  importation  of  the  disease.  As  a case  occurred 
at  the  school  teacher’s  house  it  was  necessary  to  exclude  her  from 
school  for  a fortnight.  Table  VI.  shows  that  the  disease  (which  has 
been  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  county)  did  not  obtain  a serious 
footing  in  any  part,  and  that  only  1 case  ended  fatally;  this  was  most 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  29  of  the  30  patients  were  promptly 
removed  to  your  isolation  hospital.  The  single  patient  not  sent  there, 
was  satisfactorily  isolated  at  an  institution  in  Whittington  parish. 


Table  II.  shows  that  22  of  those  attacked  were  children. 


Diphtheria. 


Table  VII.  shows  where  the  diphtheria  cases  and  deaths  occurred 

in  1 9 1 1 . 
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TABLE  VII. 


Locality. 

No.  of  cases  in  each  mouth. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cases. 

Norton:  Hyde  Park 

Jan.  ( 1 ) 

i 

Corner 

White  Ladies  Aston 

Jan.  ( 1 ) 

1 

1 4th  January,  1911 

W adborough  Park 

J une  ( 1 ) 

1 

Jan.  (2)  J une  ( 1 ) 

3 

14th  January,  1911 

The  Norton  case  was  imported  from  Worcester,  and  the  fatal  one 
at  White  Ladies  Aston  was  probably  associated  with  antecedent 
“ sore-throat  ” in  other  persons.  The  solitary  case  at  Wadborough  was 
also  associated  with  antecedent  sore-throat,  existing  in  a neighbouring 
parish  and  district. 

I have  repeatedly  explained  how  the  disease  is  spread  in  this 
manner. 

The  Pirton  schools  had  to  be  closed  on  December  9th  in  con- 
sequence of  the  prevalence  of  diphtheritic  sore-throat. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

The  solitary  case  of  typhoid  fever  notified,  was  fatal  on  September 
2 t st,  and  occurred  at  an  out-lying  house  at  Broughton  Hackett,  the 
patient  being  a labourer  aged  16. 

The  drainage  of  the  premises  was  unsatisfactory,  and  consequently 
was  renovated  under  your  inspector’s  supervision.  I do  not  however 
think  that  the  illness  was  due  to  this  insanitary  condition,  but  was 
contracted  elsewhere. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Inflammation  of  the  Eyes  in  Infants. 

As  mentioned  last  year,  the  disease  is  “notifiable”  in  the  district. 
When  I recommended  that  it  should  be  scheduled  as  such,  I pointed  out 
(Annual  Report  1910,  p.  15)  that  the  number  of  cases  of  inflammation 
of  the  eyes  in  new-born  infants,  up  to  10  days  old,  are  admittedly  few, 
and  I am  glad  to  say  that  no  case  was  reported  last  year.  Some 
reference  is  made  to  this  under  “ general  observations.” 

Measles. 

This  is  not  “ notifiable,”  but  prevalence  of  the  disease  at  Pirton, 
Norton  and  Pinvin  necessitated  closure  of  the  parochial  schools  (see 
next  paragraph). 
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Schools . 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  year. 

TABLE  VIII. 


Name. 

Closed. 

Disease. 

Eckington  0.  E.  . . ... 

25  Jan. 

8 days 

Coughs  and  Severe  Colds 

Grafton  Flyford  O.E, 

10  Feb. 

1 1 days 

Mumps 

Upton  Snodsbury  C.E. 

27  Feb 

20  days 

Ditto 

Spetchley,  St.  Ann’s  R.O..  . 

10  Apr. 
(inclu- 
sive) 

3 days 

Mumps 

Pershore  C.E.  (Roys’  Dept.) 

10  Apr. 

4 days 

Ditto 

Pershore  Council  . . 

2 May 

24  days 

Ditto 

Pershore  C.E.  (Junior  Mxd. 
Dept.) 

5 May 

6 days 

Ditto 

Pirton  C.E. 

24  July 

15  days 

Measles 

Norton-by-Kempsej7  P. 

17  Oct. 

8 days 

Measles 

Pinvin  C.E. 

5 Dec. 

12  days 

Measles 

Pirton  C.E. 

9 Dec. 

9 days 

Diphtheritic  Sore  Throats 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Table  IX.  gives  the  number  of  deaths  and  death  rates  per  10,000 
of  the  population  which  occurred  in  your  district  during  the  years 
1902-1 1. 

TABLE  IX. 


1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

Xo.  of  Deaths  . . 

11 

10 

17 

22 

13 

13 

17 

20 

6 

10 

Death  Rate  * . . 

8*5 

7*8 

13*2 

17-1 

10*1 

10.1 

13*2 

15*7 

4*7 

7.5 

County  Death 

* Rate*  . . 

8-4 

7*5 

7-7 

8-0 

7-8 

7-8 

8*1 

7*9 

7*5 

Not 

known 

* Per  10,000  of  the  population. 


The  average  annual  death  rate  for  the  past  10  years  is  10-7,  so 
that  the  rates  for  each  of  the  years  1910  (4-7)  and  19  n (7-5)  is  below 
the  average  of  the  decade.  Reference  to  this,  as  well  as  the  “ notifi- 
cations” during  1911,  is  made  under  “ general  observations”  (p.  7). 
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Isolation  Hospital. 

Twenty-nine  of  the  30  cases  of  scarlatina  were  treated  at  your 
isolation  hospital,  but  none  of  the  cases  of  diphtheria,  as  there  is 
no  accommodation  for  the  latter  disease.  It  should,  however,  be 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  latter  circumstance,  that  you  have 
authorised  me  to  remove  diphtheria  patients  to  the  Worcester  Hos- 
pital, provided  the  City  Corporation  assent,  when  they  cannot  be 
isolated  at  their  own  houses. 


Disinfection. 

The  methods  of  disinfection  adopted  in  your  district  were  fully 
given  in  my  last  annual  report,  so  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  repeat 
them  on  this  occasion. 

As  you  have  no  disinfecting  apparatus,  the  clothes  of  patients  at 
the  hospital  are  sent  to  Evesham  for  disinfection  • the  cost  last  year 
was  £3  2s.  As  the  clothes  are  usually  only  sent  at  long  intervals, 
some  have  to  be  retained  (so  your  inspector  states)  at  the  sanatorium 
for  long  periods. 


House  Accommodation. 


This  subject  was  dealt  with  at  length  in  my  last  annual  report.  I 
then  mentioned  that  “your  inspector  had  been  appointed  to  compile 
“the  ‘records’  required  in  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,... 
“ but  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  this  important  work  had  not  got  into' 
“ full  swing.” 

Since  then  you  have  instructed  your  inspector  to  use  the  excellent 
forms  for  “ records,”  prepared  by  Messrs.  Sanderson  and  Clayton 
(Wakefield). 

The  following  statement  prepared  by  your  sanitary  inspector  shows 
the  work  done  under  the  Act  during  the  year. 


of  houses  built  in  1911 

1910 
1909 
1908 
1 907 

No.  of  houses  inspected 

represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  in  1911 


No, 

No 

No. 

No 

No. 

No, 


> > 


>? 


> f 


r> 


•n 


of  closing  orders  made  . . . . 6 

of  closing  orders  that  became  operative  6 
of  defects  remedied  without  closing  orders 
of  defects  remedied  after  closing  orders 
of  closing  orders  determined 


..15 

..12 

19 

17 

..16 
..  150 

6 

J These  Orders  were  not  served 
as  the  houses  were  dealt  with 
) by  the  owners 

28 

1 9 

0 0 9 0 it 
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No.  of  orders  to  execute  works  under  section  15 

No.  of  orders  to  execute  works  under  section  15  complied  with 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

No  of  back-to-back  houses  in  district 

No.  of  back-to-back  houses  in  district  dealt  with 

No.  of  “ records  ” laid  before  the  Council 


4 

4 
8 

20 

13 

5 

150 


In  order  to  ascertain  how  many  houses  in  the  district  come 
within  the  limits  of  s.  14  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act, 
1909,  i.e.,  are  rented  at  £16  or  under,  I asked  the  Overseers  and 
Assistant  Overseers  of  each  parish  to  be  good  enough  to 
give  me  this  information,  and  state  how  many  of  them  were  void 
at  the  time,  and  they  have  at  considerable  trouble  to  themselves 
courteously  given  me  the  following  information  : 


No.  of 

No. 

No.  of 

No. 

Parish. 

Houses. 

Void. 

Parish. 

Houses. 

Void. 

Abberton  . . 

« 0 

18 

2 

White  Ladies  Aston 

62 

4 

Bishampton 

72 

4 

Great  Comberton  . . 

50 

0 

Dormston  . . 

19 

2 

Eckington  . . 

100 

2 

Fly  ford  Flavel 

30 

1 

Strensham  . . 

44 

0 

Kington 

25 

0 

Pershore  Holy  Cross 

Naunton  Beauchamp 

24 

1 

(including  Broughton, 

545 

2 

North  Piddle 

24 

4 

Waleot& Wadborough)  , 

Throckmorton 

31 

0 

Pershore  St.  Andrew 

1 r.  1 

Besford 

27 

0 

(including  Pensham) 

l 0 1 

z 

Elm  ley 

70 

0 

DefFord 

93 

0 

Netherton  . . 

9 

0 

Peopleton  . . 

58 

1 

Wick 

62 

4 

Fladbury 

* 

0 

Birlingham 

65 

0 

Graf  ton  Fly  ford 

44 

2 

B redicot  . . 

1 l 

1 

Hill  and  Moor  about  93 

0 

Broughton  Hackett 

37 

1 

Pinvin 

93 

2 

Spetchley  . . 

22 

1 

Upton  Snodsbury  . . 

73 

1 

Stoulton 

74 

4 

Whittington 

78 

3 

Bricklehampton 

* 

2 

Wyre 

64 

0 

Charlton 

* 

2 

Pirton 

39 

0 

Cropthorne 

a- 

1 

Norton 

127 

7 

Little  Comberton 

* 

2 

— 

Churchill  . . 

9 

3 

2343 

61 

* Number 

not  given. 

It  will  be  seen  the  number  of  houses  rated  at  £16  and  under 
is  not  given  for  the  parishes  of  Bricklehampton,  Charlton,  Cropthorne, 
Little  Comberton,  and  Fladburv,  but  probably  there  are  about  2,500 
such  houses  in  the  whole  district.  The  statement  given  above 
shows  that  there  are  only  61  houses  rated  at  £16  and  under,  void 
at  the  present.  This  will  give  some  indication  of  the  demand  for 
cottages,  and  that  in  13  parishes  the  whole  of  the  cottages  are 
occupied. 
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Water  Supply. 

This  question  has  been  fully  dealt  with  in  previous  Annual  Reports 
and  very  fully  in  the  Special  Report  I made  in  August,  1909. 
Strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  acquire  water 
for  the  town  of  Pershore  and  village  of  Pinvin  as  a joint 
scheme  ; unfortunately  however  these  efforts  have  not  as  yet  been 
successful.  Negotiations  are  however  still  proceeding  and  1 feel 
satisfied  that  during  the  next  few  months  this  difficulty  will  be 
overcome. 

The  past  summer  has  been  a severe  test  of  the  local  supplies, 
especially  those  of  places  situated  on  the  lias  clays.  I requested 
your  Inspector  to  pay  frequent  visits  to  the  localities  where  water 
was  scarce,  and  as  the  outcome  of  his  inquiries  he  wrote  me 
(9th  November,  1911)  as  follows: 

Pershore.  no  houses  without  water  for  drinking  on  the  premises 
or  very  short  during  the  dry  summer.  Some  have  been 
without  for  6 months. 

Pinvin.  24  houses  without  drinking  water  on  the  premises;  12 
having  been  without  4 months,  and  I for  3 months;  23 
others  have  been  very  short. 

Peopleton.  33  houses  without  drinking  water,  and  had  to  carry  from 
the  public  well. 

Naunton  Beauchamp.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  parish  have  been 
getting  their  water  from  the  brook.  3 wells  are  said  not  to 
have  failed,  but  1 at  a large  dairyman’s  did. 

Mr.  Moulson  states  (see  Annual  Report  appended)  there  was  also 
scarcity  of  water  at  Cropthorne  and  Drakes  Broughton,  and  that 
the  pipe  supplies  at  Great  and  Little  Comberton  “ ran  short.” 

Since  my  report  was  made  in  August,  1909,  the  following  work 
in  connection  with  water  supply  has  been  carried  out  to  the  know- 
ledge of  your  Inspector  : 

Birlingham.  All  wells  have  been  cleansed  and  repaired. 

Besford.  All  wells  have  been  cleansed  and  repaired. 

Wick.  Most  of  the  wells  have  been  cleansed  and  repaired. 

Nauntoji  Beauchamp.  A few  rain-water  tanks  have  been  put  in. 

Sirenshcim.  A new  well  has  been  sunk  for  Bourne  Brook  Cottages. 
An  artesian  well  sunk  for  Upper  Strensham. 

Cropthorne.  Wells  cleansed  and  repaired  and  new  drains  to  protect 
the  wells  laid  where  necessary. 
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Your  inspector  is  not  aware  of  any  other  work  that  has  been  done 
privately  by  owners,  but  it  is  not  unlikely  that  other  wells  may  have 
been  cleansed. 

Sewerage. 

A new  sewer  has  been  laid  in  the  parishes  of  St  Peter’s  and  Whit- 
tington, with  outfall  works,  at  a cost  of  ^663  including  land. 

The  sewage  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  bacterial  treatment,  the 
“ Fiddians  revolving  Distributor  ” and  the  filter  bed  having  been  put 
in  by  the  Patentees  of  the  former  ( Jones  & Attwood,  Stourbridge). 
1 he  whole  of  the  houses  have  been  connected  with  the  Sewers,  and 
when  I last  visited  the  works,  except  that  the  bacteria  bed  required 
to  be  raked  over  lightly,  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  was  being 
satisfactorily  disposed  of,  the  effluent  being  quite  clean  and  inoffensive. 

A sewer  has  been  laid  at  Pinvin  at  a cost  of  ^J86.  This  collects 
the  sewage  from  a few  houses,  a considerable  quantity  of  surface 
water,  and  discharges  in  the  village  sewer  ditch  quite  close  to  a 
cottage.  During  summer,  when  little  or  no  surface  water  is  collected, 
I shall  not  be  surprised  to  find  that  the  outfall  is  a nuisance. 

The  remark  I made  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1909  (p.  43)  as  to 
the  defective  sewerage  of  Pershore  still  applies,  viz.  : that  the  matter 
“ is  still  in  abeyance  until  some  decision  is  come  to  with  regard  to 
“ the  water  supply.’’ 


Scavenging. 

There  is  at  present  no  necessity  to  scavenge  any  part  of  the 
district  except  the  town  of  Pershore,  where  scavenging  is  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  a “ Parochial  Committee” and  your  Inspector. 
The  extent  of  the  work  is  given  in  Mr.  Moulson’s  Annual  Report. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  were  43  cowkeepers,  and  20  purveyors  of  milk  on  your 
‘‘registers”  in  1911;  but  5 of  the  former  have  since  given  up 
the  business. 

Mr.  Moulson  in  his  Annual  Report  (see  appendix)  says  he 
inspects  the  cowsheds  every  “ 3 months,”  but  recent  visits  I made, 
convince  me  that  some  of  them  are  not  nearly  as  well  kept  as 
they  ought  to  be.  Some  sheds  in  Whittington*  are  dark,  dirty  and 
badly  paved,  another  at  Great  Comberton  is  badly  paved,  and  one 
at  Haselor  is  very  dirty  and  the  cows  in  very  poor  condition. 

The  flanks  and  udders  of  many  cows  I examined  were  very  dirty 
in  consequence  of  lying  in  filth.  “ Grooming”  of  milking  cows 
and  more  particularly  their  hind  quarters  seems  not  to  be  attempted. 
Indeed  such  a thing  would  doubtless  be  deemed  ludicrous  by  most 

* Since  writing  r,liis  the  Agent  of  one  of  the  Owners  has  undertaken  (although 
not  legally  obliged  to  do  so)  to  greatly  improve  these  sheds. 
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cowkeepers  and  their  employees.  Having  kept  milking  cows  for 
many  years  however  I know  that  such  grooming  entails  little  labour 
if  regularly  carried  out,  and  prevents  hairs,  cow  dung,  and  other 
filth  gaining  access  to  milk,  and  subsequently  to  the  stomachs  of 
human  beings. 

I think  that  the  state  of  some  cowsheds  is  in  some  measure  at- 
tributable to  the  scarcity  and  high  price  of  straw,  and  the  extra 
cost  of  feed  which  is  consequent  on  last  summer’s  drought. 

I recommend  that  your  Inspector  be  directed  to  present  to  your 
Committee,  at  least  twice  every  year,  a report  on  each  cowshed 
in  order  that  you  may  judge  of  their  individual  condition. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  two  common  lodging  houses  (1  for  single  men  and  1 for 
“ married  couples”)  in  Pershore,  are  under  the  same  management. 
When  I saw  them  quite  recently  I found  the  walls  had  just  been 
whitewashed  throughout ; but  that  the  floors  of  some  rooms  were 
dirty,  and  much  of  the  bedding  extremely  filthy.  As  your  Inspector 
had  called  the  attention  of  the  lodging  house  keeper  to  the  latter 
circumstance  shortly  before  I paid  my  visit,  I warned  her  that  if 
the  beds  were  not  kept  much  cleaner  in  future,  and  properly 
made  as  required  by  the  byelaws,  that  I should  recommend  you 
to  ‘Hake  proceedings.”  If  it  is  necessary  to  do  so,  Mr.  Moulson 
will  report  to  you. 


Hop-pickers. 

The  sheds  at  Fladbury  were  limewashed,  privies  cleansed,  and 
clean  straw  provided.  Those  at  Wick  were  similarly  dealt  with. 
All  were  kept  clean  when  occupied. 


Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  13  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  and  these  have  been 
decidedly  improved  during  the  year. 

Byelaw  No.  12  reads  : “ Every  occupier  of  a slaughter-house  shall 
“ cause  every  part  of  the  internal  surface  of  the  walls,  and  every 
“ part  of  the  floor  or  pavement  of  such  slaughter-house  to  be  kept 
“ at  all  times  in  good  order  and  repair,  so  as  to  prevent  the  absorption 
u therein  of  any  blood  or  liquid  refuse  or  filth  which  ??iay  be  spilled 

“ or  splashed  thereon ” There  is  now  only  one  slaughter-house  in 

Pershore  not  covered  to  a height  of  6 or  7 feet  from  the  floor  with 
non-absorbent  material. 
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Pollution  of  Streams. — Excrement  Disposal. 

Byelaws. 

The  remarks  I made  in  my  last  Annual  Report  still  apply,  and 
consequently  it  seems  unnecessary  to  reiterate  them  now. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  47  workshops  in  existence  are  (see  Inspector’s  report)  visited 
every  “ 3 months.”  Two  were  certified  for  limewashing. 


I append  your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 


Shirehall,  Worcester, 
February , 1912. 


County  Medical  Officer. 
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Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year 

ending  31st  December,  191  1. 


Infectious  Disease. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notified  disease 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  or 
destroyed 

Compensation  paid  for  destruction 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported  (P.H.  Act  1875, 
Sec.  26) 

37 

29 

H ouses. 

No.  of  houses  erected 

15 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ... 

144 

.£ 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 

15 

3 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Local  Authority... 

6 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  that,  became  operative 

6 

Cl  Cv 

i — i 

No.  of  Defects  remedied  without  Closing  Orders 

23 

£ - 

No.  of  Defects  remedied  after  Closing  Orders 

12 

| o 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  ... 

4 

No.  of  houses  demolished... 

3 

b?  c 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  works  under  Section  15 

4 

.s  ® 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15 

c >mplied  with  ... 

4 

o 

w 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved 

8 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

20 

Moveable  Dwellings, 

No.  observed 

— 

Caravans,  etc. 

No.  dealt  with,  as  insanitary 

— 

House -drains. 

No.  laid  or  relaid 

6 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired 

16 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with 

4 

No.  of  house-drains  tested 

18 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 

2 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified 

- - 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

— 

No.  repaired  ventilated  and  supplied  with  water 

— 

Privies  and  Ashpits. 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 

3 

No.  of  pail  closets  and  privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  ... 

— 

No.  converted  to  pail  closets 

7 

No.  repaired 

6 

Scavenging. 

No.  or  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed 

No,  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  (Pershore  Town)... 

479 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed 

300 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed 

920 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed  On  notice  given 

by  Occupier 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

No.  under  observation 

— 

No.  abated 

— 

Offensive  Trades,  (S. 

No.  under  observation 

— 

112  P.H. A.  1875,  S. 

No.  improperly  conducted 

— 

51  P.H. A. A. A. 1907). 

No.  newly  established,  with  consent  of  Council 

— 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  sunk 

8 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired... 

5 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted 

— 

No.  of  disused  wells  abolished 

— 

N o of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during  year 

8 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient  water 

19 

supplies  dealt  with 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt,  for  which  water 

1 

certificates  were  given  ... 

13 

Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  registered 

13 

No.  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

2 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 

1 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

Fortnightly 

4 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  reported 

Are  Byelaws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out 

Yes 
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Factories  and 
Workshops. 

No.  under  inspection 

Mo.  certified  for  lime  washing  by  Inspector  ... 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuisances... 
No.  employing  “ young  persons,”  etc.,  reported  to 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

No.  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected 

47 

2 

3 Months 
82 

Shop  Hours  Act. 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision 

— 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with  ... 

— 

Purveyors  of  Milk. 

No.  of 

20 

Dairies.  (Purveyor) 

No.  registered 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Byelaws 
dealt  with 

3 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

3 Months 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with 

— 

Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  District 

463 

Cowsheds. 

No.  registered 

43 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported 

— 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

3 Months 

Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  boats  on  register  ... 

— 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year 

— 

No.  of  certificates  renewed 

— 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  otherwise) 
No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations  dealt 

1 

with 

— 

Lodging  Houses. 

No.  on  Register  ... 

2 

No.  regularly  inspected 

2 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 

2 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inpsected.  Monthly,  some 

times  oftener 

Food. 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 

3 (a; 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption  . . . 

Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  con- 

2 Fowls  & 
215  lbs.  Fish 

sumption 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  ... 

— 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine 

— 

No.  of  samples  adulterated 

— 

Animals  kept  so  as  to 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  ... 

1 

be  a Nuisance. 

Accumulation  of 

No.  of  removals  ... 

9 

Offensive  Refuse. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  insanitary 

conditions 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  unsound 

— 

food  ... 

2(b) 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  ... 

69 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served 

19 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with 

18 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  outstanding 

1 

(a)  in  Pershore.  (b)  Fowls  seized 


A new  sewer  has  been  provided  for  the  houses  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Peter’s  and 
Whittington,  near  the  top  of  Red  Hill,  Worcester;  with  outfall  wotks  fitted  with  Fid- 
dian  distributor  at  a cost  of  £663  including  land. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  improve  the  sewerage  of  Pinvin,  at  a cost  of  £86.  The 
work  has  now  been  commenced 

There  was  a great  scarcity  of  water  in  the  following  places,  owing  to  the  extraordinary 
dry  season: — Pershore,  Pinvin,  Naunton  Beauchamp,  Peopleton,  Cropthorne,  and  Drakes 
Broughton.  Also  the  water  supplies  at  Great  Comberton  and  Liltle  Comberton  ran  short. 

Signed,  F.  W.  MOULSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


22nd  February  1912. 
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